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pee ee ene ee ey 
statement, and their report is entitled to superior | the appropriation is not authorized by existing 


credit, because of its consistence with reason, 


and for other causes which I shall not now stop to | 


explain. I have placed this subject before the 
House with the hope that something will be done 
with it this session, and I now ask a vote onmy 
amendment. 4 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky will send up his amendment. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I will write it out and 
send it up in a moment. : 

Mr. DUNN. I would inquire whether the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky is 
subject to still further amendment? 

The SPEAKER. That is an amendment to 
an amendment. The gentleman from Ohio moves 
an amendment to the bill in the nature of a sub- 
stitute, and the amendment of the gentleman from 
Kentucky is an amendment to that amendment. 
It is, therefore, not further amendable. 

Mr. DUNN. Well, 1 suppose I can amend 
another part of the bill? 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana 
will state his amendment. 

Mr. DUNN. I will send it up. 

Mr. LETCHER. The regular way will be to 
get the other amendment first. 

The SPEAKER. The only difficulty which 
arises is, whether the amendment of thegentleman 
from Kentucky must not be first disposed of. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to ask the Chair 
whether, if the House adopt the amendment of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, it will not be in 
order to amend the amendment further. 

The SPEAKER. It will be. 

Mr. DUNN. I ask that my amendment be 
reported for information. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

And the sum of $1,500,000, for the construction of a canal 
around the fails of the river Ohio at Louisville, Kentucky, 
on the Indiana side of said river, to be expended under the 
direction of the Secretary of War. Said canal to be upon 
euch plan as he may order and direct in all respects. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
upon that amendment. 

The SPEAKER. It is not now before the 
House. It was read only for information. 

Mr. LETCHER. ThenI am opposed to doing 
anything until we get the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL sent up his amendment; 
and it was read, as follows: 

To carry out the contract between the United States and 
the Stateef Kentucky and the Lousville and Portland Canal 
Company, to make the same equal to the wants of com- 
merce, $000,000 : Provided, The same shall be expended in 
making said canal one hundred feet wide, and with a lock 
fourhundred feet long, according to the plan of Edward 
Watts, civil engineer. 

Mr. ENGLISH. Irise to a point of order. 
The amendment is not germane to the bill. There 
is nothing in the billin reference to the Louisville 
and Portland canal. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky proposes an appropriation which is not 
authorized by any existing law. I call the atten- 
ton of the House to the 81st rule. 

The SPEAKER. If the appropriation is not 
authorized by existing law, it is not in order. 

_ Mr. ENGLISH. tis not authorized by ex- 

isting law, as I understand it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky wili state whether the appropriation is au- 
thorized by law. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. The canal is the prop- 
*rty of the United States. 

Mr. ENGLISH. Itis the property of a private 
company. There is no act of Congress author- 
izing the Government to take possession of this 
canal, and I understand it has never been received 
by authority of law. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. The report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury shows that $70,000 was 
“poets upon it by the Government last year. 

t. ENGLISH. By what authority ? 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. By the Government. 

The SPEAKER. If the work is authorized 

y law, it is in order. 

Mr.ENGLISH. I give it as my opinion that 
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I raise a point of order 
















law; and if it be otherwise, I call for the produc- 
tion of the law. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. The gentleman can- 
not call on me orchal!enge me for the production 
of a law, for I do not state that there isalaw. I 


stated that this was a work in which the United || 
States took stock by law; and the whole of which | 
| property, with the exception of five shares, the 


United States hold. 


upon it all the year. If that is not enough to 


| make the amendmentin order, ldo not know what | 


would be. 


Mr. JONES, of Kentucky. In addition to the 


rule read, I ask that the 55th rule be read. 


The 55th rule was read, as follows: 


‘No motion or proposition on a subject different from 
that under consideration, shall be admitted under color of 
amendment. 


amended by annexing thereto or incorporating therewith 
any other bill or resolution pending before the House. 


The SPEAKER. It is competent for the 
House to amend a bill although there may be no 
matter in the bill allied to that to which the amend- 
ment refers. But the Chair is of opinion, from 


| the statement of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
that this can hardly be considered a work author- | 


ized by the Jaws of the United States. Buta fur- 
ther suggestion may be made to the House, and 
one which must arise. The House has no right, 


| under the present condition of the subject before 


it, to adopt an amendment, unless that amend- 
ment shall have been first considered in Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. This 
applies to the amendment proposed by the Chair- 
man of the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, as well as to that of the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. I move that the bill 


| be recommitted to the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
tucky has had the floor once on this subject. I 
claim it now, and move the previous question on 
the bill. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. 
ruled out of order? 

The SPEAKER. 
that it cannot be entertained. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. Then [ hope that my 
motion to recommit the bill will be carried. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I hope not. 

Mr. DUNN. If the motion to recommit the 
bill prevails, or pending that motion, is it not in 
order to move instructions? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is in error. 


Is my amendment 


The 


Chair should have assigned the floor to the gen- | 
tleman from Indiana, [Mr. Dunn.] That gentle- | 
man was assigned the floor, and subsequently the | 


amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky was 
ruled outof order. The floor reverts to the gen- 
tleman from Indiana who was in possession of it. 


The motion to recommit is not received at this | 
| time. 


Mr. DUNN. 


petent to recommit to the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union with instructions to | 


report the following amendment: 

And the sum of $1,500,000, for the construction of acanal 
around the falls of the river Ohio, at Louisville, Kentucky, 
on the Indiana side of said river, to be expended under the 
direction of the Secretary of War. Said canal to be upon 
such plan as he may order and direct in all respects. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. There is no existing law under 
which an appropriation of this kind can be mada, 
it provides for the construction of an entirely new 
work, unauthorized by law. bee 

The SPEAKER. The amendment cannot be 


received, if the statement of the gentlemarg, from 


No bill or resolution shall, at any time, be || 


The gentleman from Ken- | 


The Chair is of opinion | 


{ inquire whether it is not com- | 


] recommit the bill, but not with instructions. Itis 


not competent for the House to instruct the com- 
| mittee to do that which the House cannot itself 
| do. 

| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
| previous question. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL called for tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Purviance 


I demand the 


| and Goopg were appointed, 
And I stated that your Sec- | 
retary of the Treasury has beenexpending money | 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes ninety-five, noes not counted. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

The first question was on Mr. Camwpsen.’s 
amendment in the nature of a substitute. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It will be seen, I 
suppose, by this time what the amendment I pro- 
| pose is; and I ask that it may be read, and call 
| the previous question, 

r. STANTON. [rise to a question of order. 
| I ask if this amendment does not appropriate 
money; and if so, whether it has been considered 
in Committee of the Whole ? 
|| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. There are vari- 
ous amendments which I have been instructed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means—lI believe 
unanimously—to submit to tgs bill. They are 
founded upon estimates that haye been sent to 
the House from the Departments, and by the 
House referred to the comraittee. ‘They do, how- 
ever, make appropriations, and have not been 
considered in Committee of the Whole. If my 
colleague insists upon his point of order, of course 
| the substitute I propose to offer will, under the 
decision of the Chair, be out of order. 

Mr. SEWARD. I call the gentleman from 
Ohio to order. The previous question has been 
seconded, and no debate is in order. I insist that 
the rule shall be enforced. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio, 
having reported the bill, is entitled to one hour 
\| to close debate upon the bill. 

(| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. If my colleague 
| insists upon his point of order, the effect will be 
|| to bring the House to a direct vote upon the pas- 
! sage of the imperfect bill, reported by the Com- 
\ mittee of Ways and Means early in the session. 

Mr. SEWARD. Can I have an opportunity 
| to reply to the gentleman from Ohio? 
|. The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Geor- 
} gia will not have'™™ opportunity to reply. 

_ Mr.SEWARD. Then I object to his proceed- 
| ing. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is entitled 

to speak for one hour upon the bill. 
Mr. SEWARD. Is he entitled to speak upon 
- substitute whichethe Chair has ruled out of 
order? 

The SPEAKER. 
the bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. Well, sir, I insist that the 
substitute is not properly béfore the Bpuse,, nou 
having been considered in conamitiee, and that he 
= be confined in his rewarks. to, the original 

ill. 


| TkeSPEAKER. Thesubstitute yng not been 





| 





|| is entitled to one houy upon. the original biti. 
|| Mr. CAMPBEEJL, of Ohio. T's ould 


| 
} 





gentleman from, Grorgix 
objection. khave ny der’ 
upon each. of these bi'is, 
the Efouse and m 
\| effect of the poin 
| it will. bring the H 


| 
} 


Means ear y in December last. 


He is entitled to speak on, 


read to the House, but the gentleman from Ohia 


1 should have 
finished what 1 had ee this. time if tha 
a, not interposed his 

ire to speak one hour 
I simply desire that 
y Colleague shall understand the 
t of order which he makes, that 
: ouse to a direct vote upon the 
sake bill, reported by the Committee of Ways 
, The Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, upon the recom- 


mendutions of the various Executive Departmen 
Ohio be correct aftera Sesisen es eaenimen’ 
. ae , ‘ra close and somev-hat laborious examination 
Mr. DUNN. I would inquire of the Chair recominend the amendments which I now propose 
whether it Is not competent to move to recommit in the nature of a substitute. If thia ‘point'of 
the bill, with instructions to report the amendmént |! order be sustained, the effect will be to embarrass 
proposed by the gentleman from Kentucky ; r 
the one submitted by myself? 


y and the bitl and require the action of the Senate upon 
The SPEAKER: I) will be odeniliais va these very items on which the committee have 


Spent so much labor. Unless my colleague, there- 
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fore, will withdraw his point of order, we must '| I will indicate an amendment to which I am sure 


be brought to a direct vote upon the bill. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I desire the attention | 
of the chairman of the Committee of Ways and | 
Means for a moment. I understand him to sa 
that this is an imperfect bill. I wish to as 
whether it is imperfect in any other respect than 
that it does not contain all the appropriations 
which the substitute contains ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. That is ali. It || 
does not contain all the appropriations which || 
have been found necessary for the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1858. I will ask my 
colleague to withdraw his point of order. 

Mr. STANTON. I myself believe the House 
committed a great blunder when they gave unan- | 
imous consent to discharge the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union from the con- 
sideration of these bills; and I intend, so far as I 
can, to repair that error by insisting upon the 
question of order upon every bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire toask the chairman | 
of the Committee of Ways and Means a ques- 
uon. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I merely desire to ask a 
question, not to debate the bill. 
The SPEAKER. An inquiry is in the nature 

of debate, and if objected to, is not in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not wish todebate. I | 
desire that the Chair shall hear my question, and | 
if he decides that it is not in aedeaee will submit 
and take my seat. J propose that the substitute 
shall be read over, and that it shall be accepted 
by the House so far as there shall be no objec- | 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. My colleague | 
[Mr. Strawron] says that he is desirous of repair- 
ing the blunders of the House. I would suggest, | 
that if he had been in his seat, and as vigilant | 
early this morning as he seems to be now, he 
could have prevented the blunder of which he 
speaks by his single voice. I now propose that 
the vote shall be taken upon the original bill as 
it stands. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read | 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, demanded the pre- 
vious question upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 


It can be done only by | 


main question ordered to be put; and under the | 


operation thereof the bill was then passed. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of ie moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the Bill 


was passed; and | 


also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on | 


the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 
[ENROLLED BILL. 


Bills, reported as truly eugelled a bill to expedite | 


telegraphic communication, for the use of the 
Government in its foreign intercourse; when the 
Speaker signed the same. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The House next proceeded to consider a bill 


making appropriations for the support of the | 
Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 1858, | 


from the further consideration of which the Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union | 


had been discharged. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. LT again propose | 
an amendment in the nature of a substitute. It | 
embraces additional appropriations which are ren- | 
dered necessary, and for which estimates have | 


been sent in. 


Mr. STANTON. If my colleague will permit 


other gentlemen to submit the amendments they | 


desire without calling for the previous question, 
I will not seo 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. In the present 
condition of the public business, I do not deem it 
rudent to launch this House into a 


men may have to move to this bill, and, therefore, 


my colleague having made the point of order | 


against the substitute, I gall for the previous 


question, 


Mc. LANE. If the gentleman will allow me, 


general de- | 
te upon the various amendments which gentle- | 





'| there will be no objection. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I would have no 
objection, but the gentleman will see that the |} 
point of my colleague will not only cut off the | 
amendments of the Committee of Ways and 
Means—unanimously adopted—but any the gen- || 
tleman may desire to submit. 

Mr. STANTON. I do notdesire to be placed || 
in any such position as that stated by my col- |, 
league. I told him that if he would not call for | 
the previous question, and allow gentlemen to || 





stitute. 

The SPEAKER. No objection has yet been 
made to the substitute proposed by the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means. 





; i '| June 30, 1857, $2,000, the pay 
non Paste » . a : 32, payment to be made in the 
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=. 2 >” 1 eee 
of the House to offer an amendment, not for may- 
self, for I would not trouble-the House with a 
proposition of my own; but when the gen 

from Georgia (Mr. Sternens] left the city, hp 
intrusted to my care an amendment, and desj 
me to offer it to the end of the bill. I desire to 
offer it in his name, under the circumstances, and 
ask unanimous consent to do it. I know the 
House would not do it for me upon my own ao. 
count. I will read the amendment: 


To enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay the salary of 
Professor James P. Espy for the current fiseal year endj 


tions for meteorological observations. 


Mr. HARLAN. I object. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I withdraw m 


Mr. SEWARD. I object, unless every other | substitute, and insist sacs the previous question, 


gentleman can have an opportunity to submit 
whateveramendmenthe pleases. I raise the point 
of order that the substitute is not in order, inas- 
much as, making an appropriation, it must have 
its first consideration in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Then I call for | 
on previous question on the engrossment of the 

ill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
the third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, called for the pre- 
vious question on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question padeeed and under the operation 
thereof, the bill was passed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House next proceeded to consider the bill 
(H. R. No. 633) making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1858, from the further consideration of 
which the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union had been discharged. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 





I will move an 


‘| amendment in the nature of a substitute, for the 


same reason I gave before, and call the previous 
question. 

Mr. HARLAN. I ask the gentleman from 
Ohio to accept an amendment which I propose to 
offer. Itis the amendment I proposed to offer 
the other day in Committee of the Whole for 
paying the Ohio volunteers. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It is not germane 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled | ao Sie Oy SRN reine ee eeneeee 


is out of order; but I wiil hear the amendment. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

For the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of 
the ** Joint resolution directing the payment of certain 
volunteers and militia under the limitations therein pre- 
scribed,” approved August 8, 1846, so much money as ma 
be necessary, not exceeding five thousand dollars. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
will see that his amend ment is not germane to the 
Navy appropriation bill. 

Mr. HARLAN. I submit that it has as much 
merit as any provision in the bill. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I have no doubt 
of it; and in its proper place I should be happy 
to support it. 

Mr. HARLAN. Then I object to the gentle- 
man’s substitute. , 

Mr. BENSON. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House, including the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Waysand Means, to permit me to offer 


‘| an amendment for the construction of ten sloops; 


and that they will not raise a point of order, but 
allow a vote to be taken upon it by the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to the 
proposition. 

r. BENSON. [ask the gentleman to with- 
draw his objection, and let the sense of the House 
be taken upon the question. It is impossible to 
get it before the House in any other way. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object, 
Mr. HAVEN. I ask the unanimous consent 


My colleague || 


Mr. LETCHER. 
previous question. 

| ‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Denver andj 
Benson were appointed, 
The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes eighty-nine, noes not counted. 
So the previous question was seconded; and 
| the main question was then ordered to be put. 
| ‘The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it.was accori- 
| ingly read the third time. 

Me. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, called for the pre. 
| Vious question upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the bill was passed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved that the 
| vote by which the bill was passed be reconsidered; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid upor the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


FORTIFICATION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


'The House next proceeded to consider the bill 
H.R. No. 634) neice appropriations for forti- 
cations and other works of defense, and for re- 

pairs of barracks and quarters, for the year ending 

30th June, 1858, from further the consideration of 
which the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union had been discharged. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am directed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to move w 
strike out lines shitesteer and thirty-five, which 
are as follows: 

For Fort McRee, and preservation of its site, Florida, 
$25,000. ¥ 
1 That certainly will be in order, as it is to de- 
| crease the appropriation; and I call the previous 
question upon it. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
| Operation thereof, the amendment was agreed to. 
| The question recurring on ordering the bill 
i be engrossed and read a third time, 
| Mr. BLISS called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I call for the 

| previous question upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 

| main question ordered. 

Mr. STANTON called for the yeas and nay? 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. JON ES, of Tennessee. I move to lay the 

bill on the table. 

Mr. STANTON. On that motion I call for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. cals, 

-The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 48, nays 122; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Barbour, Henry Bennett, Bliss 
Brenton, Burnett, arenes Wi eae R. W. Cobb, 
Colfax, Cumback, Jacob C. Davis, Dodd, Elliott, Emrie, 
English, F ler, Galloway, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, er 
ett, George W. Jones ni ’ 

Mace, Humphrey Marshall, ieee eQueen, Mors, 

Pie’ Savage ot Spinner Stanton, Watton, Cae 

ader ©. Washburne, Elihu B. Washburme, Watkins,Well 


and Wood 
Allison, Bail, Ly 


call for tellers upon the 
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tt, Bliss, 
"W. Cobb 
iott, Earie, 
oway, Jew 
, 

Morga, 
eo Perry, 
kins, Wells; 

1, Barclsy; 
ene Brad- 


r, James a 
i, 


an, Covode, Craige, Cullen, Damrell, Davidson, 
flenry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, Denver, 
Dickson, Dowdell, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Ed- 
ards, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Garnett, Goode, Greenwood, Augus- 
tus Hull, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hodges, Hoffman, | 
‘Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, How- 
ard, Hughston, Keitt, Kelly, Kelsey, Kidwell, King, Know!l- 
ton, Knox, Maxwell, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Millward, Moore, Morrill, Packer, Parker, Peck, Pettit, 
porter, Pringle, Purviance Puryear, Quitman, Reade, 
Ready, Ritchie, Robbins, Ruffin, Sabin, Sapp, Shorter, 
Simmons, William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stew- 
art, Stranahan, Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Tyson, Under- 
wood, Vail, Walbridge, Walker, Warner, Israel Wash- 
purn, Watson, Welch, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, 
Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, Daniel B. Wright, John V. | 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—122. 

So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. _ 

Pending the vote, . 

Mr. QUITMAN stated that his colleague, Mr. 
BarkspALe, was detained from the House by 
sickness. | 

Mr. HAVEN stated that Mr. Fosrer was 
obliged to leave the House by illness. 

Mr. COMINS stated that if he iad been pres- | 
ent when his name was called, he would have 
yoted ‘*no.”’ : 

Mr. ORR. I desire to make the same state- 
ment. 

Mr. BENSON. I was called out of the Hall. 
If [ had been present I should have voted ‘‘no.”’ 

The question recurred on the passage of the 

d passag 
bill; and it was geen i 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by Which the bill was passed, and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dicxins, its Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had passed an act (S. No. 
622) to expedite the construction of a line or lines | 
of magnetic telegraph from the Atlantic States to 

| 


! 


San Francisco, in the State of California. 
MAIL STEAMER BILL. 


The House proceeded to the consideration of 
a bill (H.. R. No. 637) making an appropriation 
for the transportation of the United States mail, 
by ocean steamers and otherwise, during the fis- 
cal year ending June 30, 1858, from the further 
consideration of which the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had been dis- 
charged. : 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am directed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to report 
amendments to strike out certain clauses of this 
bill. I demand the previous question. 

The amendments were reported, as follows: 

Strike out the following clauses: 

For carrying out the contract entered into by the Post 
Office Department, under the provisions of the act approved 
30th August, 1852, establishing a tvi-monthly mail by steam- 
969.750 between New Orleans and Vera Cruz, via Tampico, 

fou, 

For transportation of the mails, in two steamships, from 
New York, by Southampton, to Bremen, and back, at | 
$100,000 for each ship; and in two steamships from New 
York, by Cowes, to Havre, and back, at $75,000 for each 
ship, under the contract with the Ocean Steam Navigation 
Company of New York, $350,000. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I have but a few 
words to say in explanation of the amendments 
qeopnced by the Committee of Waysand Means. 

t will be remembered that there is a rule of this 
House which requires the Committee of Ways 
and Means to report the regular appropriation 
bills within thirty days of the opening of the 
session. It has been customary, I believe, in all 
umes past, to allow that committee to report these 

at any time by unanimous consent. The 
regular estimate of the Post Office Department 
or that service was not made in time to enable 
the committee to report this bill predicated on 
such estimate; and my colleague [Mr. Stanrow] 
ving, in December, when the committee was 
ing a report in another case, objected, we 
were driven to the necessity of reporting without 
an estimate from the Department. The Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means was in this anomalous 
condition, ‘The rules of the House required it 
fo report the regular appropriation bills within 
thirty days, and the executivé department was 
cs . in sending in the neenai anda oss 

mine objected to making the report 
‘ommon consent. Hence the committee itself 
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made an estimate, and reported the bill. Subse- 
uently, on the 26th of December, the Postmaster 
neral transmitted to this House his estimate, 
directed to the Speaker, and that estimate was, 
by order of the House, referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

It is necessary now, in order to make the bill 
conform to the regular estimate, that these amend- 
ments should be adopted; and inasmuch as they | 
are to strike out appropriations, the point of order 
which my colleague (Mr. Sranton] would other- 
wise make upon them cannot be made. 
fore ask the previous question. 

Mr. STANTON. I trust itis understood that 
my colleague did not report the bill because he 
was afraid I might object. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The animus of 
“Gee was shown previously. 

he previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under its operation 
the amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
aceordingly read the third time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed, and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


I there- 


INVESTMENT OF GOVERNMENT MONEYS. 


The House next proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill of the House (No. 849) directing the 
investment of moneys in stocks of such States as 
have provided a sinking fund for the redemption 
thereof, and the application of the interest accru- 
ing thereon, from the further consideration of 
which the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union had been discharged. 

The bill wasread. It provides that $8,000,000 
shall be invested by the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, with the advice and concurrence of the 
Secretary of the Treasury and the Secretary of the 
Interior, in the stocks of such States as have pro- 
vided a sinking fund for the redemption thereof, 
bearing interest at a rate of not less than five per 
cent. per annum, on which the annual accruing 
interest has been regularly paid, and for which 
purpose this sum is appropriated; and that the 
stock shall be held by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, and the anual interest accruing thereon 
shall be applied io the payment of the interest on 
the amounts held by the United States, on which 
five per cent. is annually paid to the several In- 
dian tribes, under treaty stipulations; but for the 
payment of such interest appropriations shall be 
annually made by Congress. 

Mr. HOUSTON. How did that bill come up 

The SPEAKER. It was reported from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union this morning by unanimous consent. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tampessee. Was it reported as 
an appropriation bill? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It is a bill making 
a large appropriation. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It was not named as one of 
the bills reported. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I will state to the 
House the general features of this bill. It is one 
which I regard as among the most important 
measures proposed by the Committee of Ways 
and Means during the present Congress. Its pur- 
pose is to take $8,000,000 from the Treasury, and 
invest it in the stocks of such States as have pro- 
vided a sinking fund for the same. Now, sir, we 
have to meet the stipulations of the treaties with 
the various Indian tribes. By the Indian ae 
priation bill, which the House will be called on 
to consider in a few minutes, there will be appro- 
priated about three hundred and sixty thousand 
dollars of interest upon annuities.due the various 
tribes. We all know that the complaint has 
been that the Treasury is overflowing. We have 
$8,000,000 locked up in the vaults of the Treas- 
ury, having no use for the money, and at the 
same time we are paying $360,000 to the various 
Indian tribes in the shape of interest. 

The Committee of Ways and Means, looking 
at the present condition of the national finances, 
and to the effect that will probably be produced 
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upon the great commercial and industrial inter- 
ests of the country by the adjournment of Con- 
gress without relieving the Treasury from the 

lethora that exists, deem a measure of this sort 
_ The effect will be to throw into 
general circulation $8,000,000, for which the Gov- 


ernment will be compensated in safe State stocks, 
' and at the same time it will relieve the Govern- 


ment from the payment of $360,000 interest mo- 
ney which they now pay in the shape of interest 
upon Indian annuities. 

There is already invested in United States stocks 


|.$526,907, and in State stocks $2,372,716; and in 
| some way or other, unknown to the Committee 
_of Ways and Means, $512,000 has been invested 
in railroad stocks of the Nashville and Chatta- 
_nooga railroad, and $100,000 in the Richmond 
'and Danville railroad. 


| 
| 
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| 
| 


| 





A 
een 


veste 
| that the Secretary of the Treasury has i 
| that, in the purchase of Government stoc 
| has been compelled to pay a large amount of pre- 


The following is a table showing stocks held 
on trust by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury and 
the Secretary of the Interior on Indian account: 







United States stock ........ Geabecdicacecet $526,907 86 
Stocks of the several States: 
ASKRHROS occ sctoccccccccce sees $90,000 00 
TisGiam®.. oo ccccvocsccceccsccscs 270,000 OU 
Illinois ..... .+ 17,000 00 
Maryland... ». 187,249 56 
Ohio ..... -. 100,000 00 
Tennessee .. 595,666 66 
Virginia .... oaecoes eee eee 795,800 00 
Kentucky ........- eee ccccccecee 183,000 00 
Missouri..... evevenece eevveces - 163,000 00 





—— 2,972,716 22 
Other stocks: 


| Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad Com- 


PANY oo cccccccs.crcccsecscoes $512,000 00 
Richmond and Danville Railroad 
COmMpany ..oreececces cocveces 100,000 00 





612,000 00 





$3,511,624 08 


The Committee of Ways and Means have 


| thought proper, by way of checking the invest- 
| ment of moneys from the national Treasury in 


various private chartered companies, that an 


/ amount of money sufficient to meet the interest 


now paid upon Indian annuities should be in- 


in safe substantial stocks. We all know 
8, he 


mium. The Committee of Ways and Means 


| were of the opinion that $8,000,000 may be as 


safely invested in stocks of some of the States as 
they may be in the stocks of the United States. 


| With this explanation, I move the previous ques- 
| tion. 


Mr. STANTON. I ask the gentleman to yield 


| to me for a moment. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 1 will withdraw 


| the call for the prggjous question to hear a ques- 


tion. 


Mr. STANTON. I think this is a most ex- 


cellent and important measure, and shall vote 
| with my colleague for it in every stage, 


h my e. I wish 
to inguire whether its provisions will exclude 
such States as have suspended payment of interest 


| on their stocks for a short while ? 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The bill provides 
that the investment shall only be in the stock of 


those States which have promptly paid their div- 
idends. 


Mr. STANTON. My recollection is that Ohio, 
and may be some other States, have suspended 
payment on a particular class of stock, Will it 
exclude the stock of those States ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Only that par- 
ticular class of stock. I renew the call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the gentleman from 
Ohio to yield to a motion to recommit this bill. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I cannot. The 
bill must either be passed or defeatel now. 

Mr. HOUSTON. As I am opposed to the 
United States dabbling in State stocks, I move 
that the bill be laid upon the table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I demand the 
yeas and nays. : 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is this one of the 
bills, from the further consideration of which the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
was discharged this morning by the resolution of 
the gentleman from Ohio? 

r. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It is. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I supposed it em- 
braced only the general appropriation bills, or | 
would have objected to it. 
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The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative; yeas 87, nays 91; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barbour, Hendley 8. 
Bennett, Bowie, Branch, Brenton, Burnett, Cadwalader, 
Caruthers, Caskie, Williamson R. Ww. Cobb, Cox, Craw- 
ford, Cullen, Damrell, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Jacob C. Davis, Day, Denver, De Witt, Dowdell, Dunn, 
Edmundson, Elliot, Emrie, English, Eustis, Evans, Fior- 
ence, Thomas J, D. Fuller, Garnett, Goode, Greenwood, 
Grow, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Hoffman, Houston, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Knight, Know!- 
ton, Lumpkin, Mace, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Mc- 
Mullin, 





ear, Quitman, Ricaud, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
eward, Shorter, Spinner, Stewart, Ta lor, Underwood, 
Vail, Wade, Walker, Warner, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wat- 
son, Wells, Daniel B. Wright, and Jobn V. Wright—87. 
NAYS — Messrs. Akers, Albright, Allison, Ball, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Buffinton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, 


Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Craige, Cumback, Tim- | 


othy Davis, Dean, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Etheridge, 
Flagler, Galloway, Granger, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Hodges, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughs- 
ton, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, 
Letcher, MeCarty, Killian Miller, Millward, Moore, Mor- 

an, Murray, Paine, Parker, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, 

orter, Pringle, Purviance, Reade, Ready, Ritchie, Robbins, 
Roberts, Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, William 
Smith, Stanton, Stranahan, Thurston, Tedd, Trafton, 
Tyson, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Whitney, Williams, Wood, 
Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—91. 

So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

Mr. READY stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Sweep, who had been compelled to leave the 
House by indisposition, had paired off with Mr. 
Trorincron. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


will it be in order to move to recommit the bill? 
The SPEAKER. It will. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I demand tellers 
on the second. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McMvutun 
and Sapp were appointed. 
The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 75, noes 71. 
So the previous question was seconded. 
Mr. BENNETT, of New York, demanded the 
— and nays on ordering the main question to 
rut. 
he yeas and nays were ordered. 


| 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the bill 


be laid upon the table; and on that motion called 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 93, na 7; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barbour, Hendley 8. Ben- 


nett, Bowie, Branch, Brenton, Burnett, Cadwalader, John | 
P. Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, Cingnen, Williamson R. | 


W. Cobb, Cox, Crawford, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Jacob C. Davis, Day, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmund- 
son, Elliott, Emrie, English, Eustis, Evans, Florence, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Garnett, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus 
Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, Hughston, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Knowl- 
ton, Lumpkin, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey 
Marshall, Maxwell, A 

Millson, Morrison, Mott, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Orr, 
Packer, Peck, Perry, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Ricaud, 


Ruffin, Savage, Seward, Shorter, William R. Smith, Spin- | 
Tap n, Taylor, Underwood, Vail, | 
Washburne, Watson, | 


ner, Stewart, Talbott, 
Wade, Walker, Warner, EllibuB. 
Wheeler, Whitney, Winslow, Wood, Daniel B. Wright, 
and John V. Wright—93. 

NAYS—Messrs. Akers, Allison, Ball, Henry Bennett, 
Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bradshaw, Buffinton, Bur- 
lingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, 
Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Craige, 
Cumback, Damrell, ‘Timothy Davis, Dean, Dickson, d, 
Darfee, Edie, Fineridge, Flagler, Galloway, Granger, Har- 
lan, Harrison; odges, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Val- 
entine B. Horton, Howard, Kennett, King, Knapp, Knox, 
Kunkel, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, McCarty, Killian Miller, 
Millward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Norton, Paine, 
Parker, Pettit, Pike, ringle, Purviance, Reade, Ready, 

ie, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, 

s, William Smith, Stanton, Stranahan, Thurston, 

T Tyson, Vaik, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cad- 

walader C. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Wil- 
liams, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicotfer—87. 


So the bill was laid upon the table. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the vote | 


by which the bill was Jaid on the table be recon- 
dered; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The House next proceeded to consider the 


eQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, Mott, 
Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Powell, Pur- | 


If the House re- | 
fuse to second the call for the previous ag 
t 


IeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, | 


amendments of the Senate to the bill (H.R. No. 

614) making appropriations for che current and 
contingent expenses of the Indian department, 
| and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various 
| Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1858, 
from the further consideration of which the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
| had been discharged. 
| Mr. WHITNEY. 
| bill. 

The SPEAKER. ~It is not in order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
House now concur in all the amendments of the 
'| Senate; and upon that motion I demand the pre- 
| vious question. 


I move to recommit that 


The SPEAKER. The amendments must be 
read, unless the House dispense with the reading 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. LETCHER. | hope the reading will be 
| dispensed with. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. There are a large 
| number of Senate amendments to this bill, in a 
\| portion of which the Committee of Ways and 
‘| Means have recommended a concurrence, and a 
| non-concurrence in others. I have no objection 
| to taking a vote upon concurring in the report 
|| of the Committee of Ways and Means. If that 
|| motion is in order, I submit it. 

The SPEAKER. It is the right of members 
/to have the amendments read, if they desire. 
'| The reading will be dispensed with, if there is no 
|| objection. 

| Mr. BENNETT, of New York. I object. 

Mr. WHITNEY. [rise to a question of order. 
These amendments have not been considered in 
Committee of the Whole. They were simply 
referred to that committee, and were withdrawn 
this morning by the consent of the House. I 
believe the Constitution requires that they shall 
first be considered in Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER, The fact is as stated by the 
gentleman from New York; but the House, by 
|| 1ts unanimous consent, discharged the Committee 
of the Whole from the consideration of this bill, 
and it is competent for the House now to dispose 
of it. 

Mr. WHITNEY. Is the previous question 
pending on the motion to concur in the amend- 
ments of the Senate? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
not been called. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered. , 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. I call for the 
reading of the amendments. 

The amendments were then read. 


First amendment: 


Provided, That at the discretion of the President all dis- 
bursements of moneys, whether for annuities or otherwise, 
to fulfill treaty stipulations with individual Indians or In- 
dian tribes, now or hereafter to be appropriated for such 
objects, shall be made in person by the superintendents of 
Indian affairs, where superin ncies exist, to all Indians 
or tribes within the limits of their respective superintend- 
encies, in the presence of the local agents and inicrpreters, 
who shall witness the same under such regulations as the 
Secretary of the Interior may direct. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence 
in thatamendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Second amendment: 


For the pay of an additional [ndian agent for the Indians 
of New Mexico, at an annual salary of $1,500, and for the 
pay of two agents, at an annual salary of $1,000 each, one 
for Indians in Utah and one for the Witchetas and neigh- 
boring tribes west of the Choctaws and Chickasaws, $3,500. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence 
in that amendment. oe 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire to know 
if it is in order to move that the House concur in 
gross in thoseamendments of the Senate in which 
the Committee of Ways and Means recommend 
a concurrence? 

The SPEAKER. It will be in order; but the 
gentleman from New York demands that the 


amendments be read. 
I would suggest, 














I call the pre- 
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———— 





Mr. GREENWOOD. 

yer of saving time, that the amendments be ’ 

that a vote be taken in gross upon all amend- 
ments upon which a separate vote is not asked. 
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The SPEAKER. The amendments wij} }, 
read; and if there is no objection, the vote wjj 
be taken in gross, if no separate vote is asked. 





and then a vote will be taken upon the ameng. 


ments upon which separate votes are demanded 
No objection being made, the amendments of 
the Senate were read. 
The resolution of the Committee of Ways ang 
Means was then agreed to, in reference to al] the 


Senate amendments upon which a separate yoty 


had not been asked. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to reegp. 


_ sider the vote just taken; and also moved that the 


motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The question was then stated on the secon@ 
amendment of the Senate, which is as follows: 

For the pay of an additional Indian agent for the Indians 
of New Mexico, at an annual salary of $1,500, and for the 
pay of two agents, at an annual salary of $1,000 each, one 
for Indians in Utah and one for the Witchetas and neighbor. 
ing tribes west of the Choctaws and Chicasaws, $3,500, 

Mr. BERNHISEL. I hope that amendment 
will be concurred in. There is great need for ay 
additional agent in Utah. 

Mr. WHITNEY. Has the previous question 
been seconded ? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. WHITNEY. The gentleman from Ohio 
moved the previous question, but there has been 


no action upon the part of the House. 


The SPEAKER. The main question has been 
ordered by the House. * 

Mr. WHITNEY. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the previous question was seconded, 

The SPEAKER. It will be necessary for the 
gentleman first to reconsider the vote adopting the 
several amendments, which have been adopted. 

Mr. WHITNEY. I make that motion. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I move to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on concurring in the 
second amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. BERNHISEL called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kewverr 
and Durree were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 75, noes 60. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 


The twenty-ninth amendment of the Senate, on 
which a separate vote had been asked, was re- 
ported as follows: 

For the general incidental expenses of the Indian service 
in Oregon Territory, including insurance and transportation 
of annuities, goods, and presents, and office and traveling 
expenses of the superintendent, agents, and sub-agents, 
$39,500. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 
amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The thirty-eighth amendment of the Senate, 
on which a separate vote had been asked, wis 
reported as follows: 


For adjusting difficulties and preventing outbreaks among 
the Indians in the Territory of Oregon, $16,000. 


The SPEAKER stated that the Committee of 
Waysand Means recommended a concurrence if 
the amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The thirty-first amendment of the Senate, ot 
which a separate vote had been called, was te 
ported as follows: 


For defrayin yea ower eel the removal and subsistence? 
of Indians in erritory to the reservations there!®, 
aiding them in procuring their own subsistence, pure 
of provisions and presents, compensation of laborcrs, and 
other employés, $50,000. 

The SPEAKER stated that the Committee of 
Ways and Means recommended a concurrence? 
in the amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendmett 
was concurred in. 


The thirty-second amendment of the Senat?, 
on which a separate vote had been called, was" 
ported as follows: 


restoring maintaining with Indian tribes 
mn Onegun Tellnay: eres Froreor as may be nece 
for expenditure during the year ending June 30, 1%" 
The SPEAKER stated that the Committee of 
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1857. 
Ways and Means recommended a concurrence 
in the amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The thirty-third amendment of the Senate, on 
which a separate vote had been asked, was re- 
ported as follows: 

For the general incidental expenses of the Indian service 
in Washington Territory, $40,000. 

The SPEAKER stated that the Committee of 
Ways and Means recommended a concurrence 
in the amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The thirty-fourth amendment of the Senate, 
on which a separate vote had been asked, was re- 
ported as follows: 

For restoring and maining pense with Indian tribes 
in Washington Territory, $150,000. 

The SPEAKER stated that the Committee of 
Ways and Means recommended a non-concur- 
rence in the amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 


The thirty-fifth amendment of the Senate, on 
which a canal vote had been asked, was re- 
ported as follows: 

For restoring and maintaining peace with Indian tribes 
in Washington Territory, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary for expenditure during the year ending 30th June, 
1857, $79,000. 

The SPEAKER stated that the Committee of 
Ways and Means recommended a concurrence 
in the amendments. 

Mr. LETCHER demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cuarree, 
and Mituer of Indiana, were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 89, noes 31. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 


The thirty-seventh amendment, on which a 
separate vote had been asked—in which the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means recommended a con- 
currence, with an amendment—was then read, as 
follows: 


For the general incidental expenses of the Indian service 
in the Territory of New Mexico—presents of goods, agri- 
cultural implements, and other useful articles—and in as- 
sisting them to locate in permanent abodes, and sustain 
themselves by the pursuits of civilized life, to be expended 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, $47,500. 


The amendment thereto, recommended by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, was as follows: 


And to enable the Secretary of the Interior to execute 
the stipulations entered into ata council held at Fort Pierre, 
Nebraska Territory, on the lst of March, 1856, by Brevet 
Brigadier General William 8. Harney, United States Army, 
commanding the Sioux expedition, with the delegations 
from nine of the bands of the Sioux Indians, $200,000, being 
for the fiscal year 1857 and 1858. 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 








to. 
The amendment of the Senate, as amended, 
was then concurred in. 


Mr. WHITNEY. I believe that the previous 
question is not now in operation; and I move to 
reconsider the vote by which these amendments 
were coneurred in. 

Mr. LETCHER. Upon which side did the 

ntleman vote in reference to these amendments? 

believe he voted against them. ([Crics of 
“There is no record f° 

The SPEAKER. The several amendments 
were not concurred in collectively. A part were 
submitted to the House together, and a part were 
concurred in by separate votes. It will be neces- 
Sary to retrace each step; and the first motion 
must be upon reconsidering the resolution by 
which the last amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of order. 
It is this: Can the gentleman from New York, 

aving voted against all these amendments, now 
move to reconsider? (‘* No record!’’ ‘* No rec- 
ord!) The gentleman will admit the fact that 
he did vote ee them. 

Mr. WHITNEY. The gentleman from New 
York does not admit the fact. 

Mr. LETCHER. He will not deny it. 

The SPEAKER. It is not competent for the 

hair to decide whether the gentleman voted in 
the affirmative or in the negative. 

Mr.LETCHER. Let the gentleman say him- 
self how he voted. 
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Mr. WHITNEY. I did not vote against all || Mr. WHITNEY. I will show, by the letter 


of them. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I understand that 
the gentleman from New York moves—— 

r. WHITNEY. I believe I have the floor. 

Mr. JONES, of Terinessee. I submit this ques- 
tion to the Chair. Many of these amendments 
were concurred in by separate votes. Now, would 
it not be necessary to go back and reconsider 
those votes? ’ 

The SPEAKER. The first motion would be 
upon reconsidering the vote by which the House 
concurred in the last amendment—the thirty- 
seventh. 

Mr. WHITNEY. Mr. Speaker, I was very 
anxious to present to the House and to the coun- 
try, the grounds upon which these enormous 
calls are made upon the Treasury under the head 
of Indian eee But I discover a dis- 
eam on the part of the House to vote here 

lindly more than a million of dollars which the 
Senate has seen fit, in its wisdom, to add to the 
regular appropriation bill. I wish to show first, 
for example, that in Washington and Oregon 
Territories, in 1851, 1852, and 1853-—— 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise toa question of order. 
This thirty-seventh amendment relates to New 
Mexico and Nebraska, and not to Oregon and 
Washington. 

Mr. WHITNEY. The thirt¥seventh amend- 
ment read by the Clerk is not the one upon which 
I am speaking, nor the one which I desired the 
Clerk to read. I called for the reading of the 
thirty-sixth amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman from 
New York move to reconsider the vote by which 
the House agreed to the thirty-sixth amendment? 

Mr. WHITNEY. I did. 

The SPEAKER. That was not a separate 
vote; and the vote by which the House concurred 


in that amendment was reconsidered, and the | 


motion to reconsider laid on the table. 


Mr. WHITNEY. Then I move to reconsider | 


the vote by which all of them were concurred in. 
The SPEAKER. Itis not competent to move 


| to reconsider the vote in gross. 
I believe I have the floor | 


Mr. WHITNEY. 
upon the thirty-sixth amendment? 
The SPEAKER. The thirty-seventh amend- 


ment is the one last concurred in. 


Mr. WHITNEY. The thirty-seventh amend- | 
ment was read by the Clerk, and I endeavored to | 


remind him that it was not the amendment I 
called for, but I did not succeed. The one I refer 
to is the thirty-sixth amendment, in reference to 
Washington WNerhory. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York will recollect that the thirty-sixth amend- 
ment was non-concurred in by the House, it being 
stated collectively with other amendments. A 
motion was made to reconsider the vote whereby 
the House non-concurred in some, and concurred 


in other of these amendments, and that motion | 


was laid upon the table; but the gentleman has 
the floor,and may submit a motion to reconsider 
the thirty-seventh amendment, or any other upon 


| which a separate vote was ordered. 


Mr. WHITNEY. I movetoreconsiderthe vote 
by which the thirty-seventh amendment was con- 
curred in. I desire to call the attention of the 
House and the country to the manner in which 
these enormous demands are annually made upon 
the public Treasury, under the head of ‘ Indian 
appropriations.” But it is plain to perceive that 
the House is determined to vote blindly, and under 
the screw of the previous question, give away the 
immense sums here demanded. I deem it due to 
the country that the House should hear what I 
have tosay. I shall not occupy much time. Most 
of what I have to present is documentary; and 
I believe that when the House is in possession 
of the information which I may be able to give, 
they will reverse some of the votes which have 
been given thisday. I propose to show the enor- 
mous increase in the demands made under that 
head from the Territories of Oregon and Wash- 
ington, between the years 1850, 1851, 1852, and 
1853, and the present time. 

Mr. LETCHER,. Well, Mr. Speaker, I object 
to any speech, unless it be on the point before 
the House. 

The SPEAKER. It does not ap 
Chair that the gentleman from New 
in order. 


ar to the 
ork is not 











| the Indian expenditures in the 
|| named, and the House will find the enormous 
| increase which that department is making from 
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which I hold in my hand, that in the years 
named, to wit: part of 1850, the whole of 1851, 
1852, and part of 1853, the entire expenses of 
Indian affairs, including everything in what now 
comprises the Territories of Washington and 
Oregon, were but $71,796 50-—— 

Mr. LETCHER. I now rise to the question 
of order, that the amendment moved to be recon- 
sidered has nothing to do with either Washington 
or Oregon, or with the general Indian affairs in 
these years of 1851-89-83. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment refers to 
the ‘Territories of New Mexico and Nebraska; 
but it is certainly competent for the gentleman 
from New York to make a reference to other In- 
dian affairs besides those of these Territories, by 
way of illustration. He has not yet gone so far 
as to be out of order. 

Mr. WHITNEY, (reading:) 

Treasury DePaRTMENT 
Seconp Avuprror’s Orrice, February 16, jas7. 

Sia: In answer to your letter of the 14th instant, received 
to-day, asking to be furnished with the total amount of ex- 
penditures for every purpose connected with Indian affairs 
in Oregon, in the years 1850, 1851, 1852, and 1853, made by 
you as superintendent, I herewith inclose you a statement 
of credits as exhibited by the books of this office, showing 
the whole amount to be $71,796 50; which includes dis- 
bursements, transfers, and compensation, 

Very respectfully yours, &e., 

P. CLAYTON, Second Auditor. 
Dr. Anson Dart, Present. 

This exhibits an expenditure of about twenty- 
four thousand dollars per annum in these years. 
Now, sir, I find in this bill the regular appropri- 
ations for Indian expenditures in those Ternto- 
ries amounting to the sum of $36,150, exhibiting 
what would seem to be a legitimate increase on 
former years; but the Senate has added to that 
amount for these Territories the handsome sum 
of $702,500, making a grand total, for a single 
year, of $738,650. Place this side by side with 
ears which I have 


those two Territories alone, in its hauls upon the 
public Treasury. 

Now, sir, having exhibited the extraordinary 
increase in the demands for moneys from these 
Territories for Indian purposes, I intend to call 
the attention of the House briefly to the causes 
which have brought about that increase. It will 
be remembered by the House, that a few weeks 
since I ventured to express the opinion that the 
** Indian depredations”’ in those Territories were 
caused by the misconduct of white men 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a point of order 





| again. 


“Mr. WHITNEY. [Tam speaking ndW in ref- 
erence to Nebraska, Oregon, and Washington. 
Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman is discussing 
the question as to the origin of the Indian wars 
in Oregon and Washington. I submit to the 
Chair whether that is in order under the motion 
for the previous question. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot go 
into an argument on the causes of the Indian dis- 
turbances in these Territories. 
Mr. WHITNEY. I wish to show the House 


| how the Treasury is depleted by these fictitious 


demands. 
Mr. LETCHER. I ask that the rule be en- 
forced. The session is drawing to a close, and 


the House has business to attend to. 

Mr. WHITNEY. Yes; and I will come toa 
close very soon, if the gentléman will allow me. 

Mr. LETCHER. I do not mean to allow the 
gentleman to close unless he close in order, and 
unless the Chair decides him to be in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has stated that 
it is not in order to debate the subject to which 
the gentleman refers; but an illustration of his 
argument may be made by reference to other 
Territories. 

Mr. WHITNEY. I will state that in 1851, 
according to the report of the commissioner ap- 

ointed by the President of the United States, the 

ndians in those Territories were not only peace- 
able, but that they entertained the most friendly 
relations tothe whites, and were desirous of adopt- 
ing the customs and habits of the whites. They 
were employed as servants and as husbandmen, 
and were in every way assimilating to the habits 
of civilization and the customs of the whites. I 
will read a brief extract from that report: 
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« A large portion of both of these bands are at all times 
living in white families in the capacity of servants, and are 
very useful to the white population of the country; and 
while the present high rates of wages exist, it would be ex- 
tremely difficult to dispense with their services. It is the 
opinion of the commission, that the most feasible plan for 
the civilization and enlightenment of the Indians of this 
country is to permit them to remain in the neighborhood 
of the white settlements, and to be employed in the various 
industrial pursuits of the white man. The Indians, unlike 
those on the east side of the Rocky Mountains, are not only 
willing, but anxious, to adopt the habits of civilized life ; 
and it is for this reason that we have stipulated to pay them 
so large a portion of their annuities in clothing.” 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that | 
the gentleman from New York cannot debate the 
origin of the Indian wars in Washington and | 
Oregon. 

Mr. SEWARD. All this is out of order, and | 
should not be allowed in the discussion. 

Mr. WHITNEY. I nowcall the attention of 
the House to one of the causes of this increased 
expenditure. I will send to the Clerk’s desk, 
and desire to be read, some extracts from a report 
of Mr. F. M. Smith to the Superintendent of In- 
dian Affairs, dated Port Orford, Oregon Terri- 
tory, February 5, 1854, in relation to a ‘* fight’’-- 
perhaps it should be called ‘a battle’’—which 
took place between whites and Indians on the 
Coquille river, in that year. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object to debate in relation 
to any fight that took place between whites and 
Indians. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot under- 
stand whether the extract is pertinent or not, until 
it be read, 


Mr. WHITNEY, (reading:) 


** At the dawn of day on the morning of the 28th of Jan- 
uary, the party at the ferry, joined by about twenty men 
from the upper mines, organized under command of George 
Hi. Abbott, with A. H. Soap as first lieutenant, and W. H. 
Packwood as second lieutenant, and in three detachments 
marched upon the Indian ranches, and consummated a 
most inhuman slaughter. A full account of what they 
falsely term ‘a fight,’ you will find in the report which their | 
captain, George H. Abbott, forwarded to me on the day of 
the massacre. Said report is marked No. 3, and is herein 
inclosed. The Indians were aroused from sleep to meet 
their death, with but feeble show of resistance; they were 
shot down as they were attempting to escape from their homes ; 
fifteen men and one squaw were killed ; two squaws were badly 
wounded. On the part of the white men, not even the slightest 
wound wasveceived. The houses of the Indians, with bat 
one exception, were fired and entirely destroyed. Thus 
twas committed a massacre too inhuman to be readily believed. 
Now for my examination of this horrid affair.” | 


I will not detain the House by reading the exam- 
ination, but will present the conclusion at which 
he arrived. He says: 


* T regard the murder of those Indians as one of the most 
barbarouggcts ever perpetrated by civilized men. But what 
ean be dOfie? The leaders of the party cannot be arrested, 
though justice loudly demands their punishment. Here we 
have not even a justice of the peace; and as to the military 
force garrisoned at Port Orford, it consists of but four men. 
If such murderous assaults are to be continued, there will 
be no end of Indian war in Oregon.” 

Again, he says: 

*On reading of the proceedings of the meeting at the 
‘upper mines,’ you will observe that it had been reported 
there that a large quantity of fire-arms and powder was de- 
stroyed in the burning of the [Indian ranches. This report, 
of course, was sent up by the party engaged in the measure. 
I do not hesitate to pronounce the statement false—false in 
every particular. Bold, brave, courageous men! to attack 
® friendly and defenseless tribe of Indians; to burn, roast, 
and shoot sixteen of their number ; and all on suspicion that 
they were nbout to rise and drive from their country three 
hundred white men!” 


And in this connection he adds: 


“ You will be surprised when I tell you that @!! the guns | 
end pistols in the hands of the Indians at the ranches at the 
time of the massacre amounted to just five pieces, two of 
which were wholly unserviceable ; as to powder and ball, I 
«do not believe they hed even five rounds. Does this look like 
being prepared for war?” 

Now, sir, we have the report of the gallant | 
officer in command of that expedition—Abbott. | 
His report is very graphic. 1 will not detain the | 
House by reading the whole of it. He closed by | 
saying: 

* A cempany of forty volunteers was raised, of which I | 
was chosen captain, and intrusted with the command of | 
the y—A. F. Soap first lieutenant, and William H. | 
Packwood second lieutenant—for the purpose of chastising _ 
the Indians. The Indian village is in three different 
situated on both sides of the river, about one and a hal 





mile from the mouth. I divided the company into three 

detachments, and attacked them at all three points simul- | 
taneously, this morning at ae. Se wero. pectoctiy | 
successful in surprising them, adane) though they 
have been making preparations for a stand for several days, 
and appeared to be very confident of their ability to fight 
the whites. From the accounts, and from my personal 

observation, fifteen Indians were killed, their houses de- | 
stroyed, &c. We took all the women and children and old | 
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common cause againstthe whites? I answer, the 
unprovoked cruelties of the Oregon volunteers, 
he case just cited is but one of numerous sim. 
ilar cases which I have before me, from the files 
of the Indian bureau. I will call to mind that 
which occurred in 1852 at the Big Bar, on R 
River. A difficulty had occurred which threate 
to break out into open hostilities. Mr. Skinner 
the agent, hearing of the difficulty, hastened tg 
the scene to preventa collision. I quote from hig 
report: 


** At this time two of my friends came across the river 
and informed me that the whites were about to attack the 
Indians, and adyised me to recross the river as soon as poe. 
sible, as I should be entirely in the power of the Indians in 
case of an attack. I informed Sam that the whites werg 
getting very impatient at the delay of the Indians, and 
it was advisable for me to go over and talk to them. To 
this he appeared entirely willing. On recrossing the river 
I found most of the men mounted, and the greatest excite. 
ment prevailing. I informed them of what Sam had tol 
me, but they refused to delay any longer, and proposed to 
shoot down the few Indians—some twenty or twenty-five~ 
who had crossed over to us. Mr. Martin head, formerly of 
Oregon city, but now of this valley, for the purpose of 
saving the lives of the Indians, proposed to take them pris- 
oners. Most of the Indians, being acquainted with 
readily consented to go with him to a Jog house, some two 
hundred yards from where they were ; but, before they ar. 
rived at the house, the Indians became alarmed at the com 
duct of the whites, when one of them attempted to make 
his escape. Some allege that the Indian attempted to draw 
his bow ; others, that he endeavored to draw his knife ; and 
others who were present say that he attempted neither, but 
only endeavored to make his escape. Upon the Indians 































men prisoners, as far as ble. I have sent three 
squaws for the purpose of offering terms of friendship, if 
they wish it. The greatest regularity was observed during 
the whole of the proceedings ; the authority of the officers 
was fully observed, and L can say, to the credit of both offi- 
cers and men, that they behaved themselves like soldiers, | 
and avoided innocent bloodshed as much as possible. I think | 
hostilities will be suspended until your arrival, which I hope 
will be soon.’’ 


Mr. LETCHER. Iriseto a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York, in the opinion of the Chair, is not follow- 
ing a line of argument that is legitimate to the 
amendment. 

Mr. WHITNEY. Lhope the Chair will allow 
me just to finish my sentence. [Laughter.] 

he SPEAKER. The sentence may bring the 

remark of the gentleman within the rule of order, 
and the Chair will therefore hear it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WHITNEY, (reading:) 


‘<T will detain Chilliman till you come. T had almost 
forgot to say that our loss was none, in either killed, wounded, 
or prisoners. The Indiansare in sight, hovering around the 
ashes of their homes.’? 


Here, sir, we are informed of an attack made 
by ‘* civilized’? white men upon three defenseless 
villages of friendly ‘* savage’’ Indians. ‘The as- 
sault was made at dawn of day, when the inmates 
of the wigwang were asleep. They were shot 
down in their efforts to escape, and their build- 
ings, their homes, were put to the torch, and 


reduced to ashes! Sir, in my opinion, this ‘* In- 
dian war,’’ which occurred one morning on the 
Coquille river, ought, at an average estimate, to 
be worth at least a quarter of a million of dollars 
to that Territory. 

Mr. SEWARD. I rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 
the subject before the House relates to the general 
incidental expenses of the Indian service in the 
Territory of New Mexico, and in the Territory 
of Nebraska; and it is competent for the gentle- 
man from New York to illustrate what he chooses 
to say in reference to those Territories, by refer- 
ence to the general Indian history in other Terri- 
tories. Itis not competent for him to make an 
elaborate discussion of that argument, but he may 
illustrate his remarks. 

Mr. SEWARD. Ido not understand that the 
illustration can be given until the point is made. 
There has been no point made. 

Mr. WHITNEY. I should be glad if I could 
occupy the floor five minutes without interrup- 
tion. ‘The ** point’’ of my argument, I will inform 
the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Sewarp,] is 
that as the whites are the sole instigators of these 
Indian disturbances, they have noclaim for redress 
upon the Government; and therefore these appro- 
priations ought not to be made. It has been 
suggested to me, in order to avoid this annoyance, 
that 1 should print my speech. Sir, I have no 
time to write out speeches; and if I had, that is 
not the mode I should choose to place them be- 
fore the public. 

Mr. LETCHER. Neither has the House the 
time to listen to them. I insist on the question 
of order. 

Mr. WHITNEY. I have no doubt these ex- 
pos res will prove distasteful to many gentlemen. 

mean to say that the appropriations called for 
in this amendment are called for on this precise 

round of Indian hostilities—hostilities provoked 
oy white men. Here is a whole Indian village 
broken up, and sixteen of their people murdered 
in cold blood, and we are called upon to pay the 
expenses of the massacre! Yes, sir, this is one 
of the class of claims that this Government is 
called upon to pay. 

Mr. LANE. t wish to state to the gentleman 
that I have steadily refused to introduce a bill for 
any such purpose, even in respect to the Indians 
in the Rogue River valley. 

Mr. WHITNEY. Sir, occurrences like this 
are what produce retaliation on the partof the In- 
dians, rot lead to what you call ** wars.’’ Driven 
to desperation by repeated outrages, the red man 
turns upon his oppressor and strikes the blow of 
revenge. Thus itis that your “ Indian wars,”’ in 
Oregon and Washington, have been brought 
about. What drove the Yakamas of Washing- 
ton Territory to the revolt in 1856? What but 
the enforcement of an unrighteous treaty undera 
threat of extermination in case of refusal? What 
drove the friendly Walla Wallas and Cayuses to 
join the standard of the Yakamas, and make 





thus attempting to escape, a man by the name of John Gal- 
vin, one of the party from Shasty, fired upon him. The 
firing now became pretty general upon both sides; 
who were opposed to commencing the attack thinking it 
now necessary to fight in self-detense. Four of the pris. 
oners were immediately killed; the balance made their 
escape. No white men were injured, so far as I have been 
able to learn. ‘The firing continued pretty brisk for some 
ten or fifteen minutes across the river from both sides, but 
with little effect, when a of the Indians retreated down 
the riveranda part up. Inafew minutes the firing recom 
menced about a mile anda half down tlie river, but without 
effect on either side. I am satisfied the arresting of the 
Indian herein referred to by the party from Shasty, did 
much to intimidate the Indians, and to preventan amicable 
adjustment of all the difficulties between the whites and 
Indians. I am also satisfied, from what I saw myself, and 
from what [ have learned from others, that a man by the 
name of Steel, who pretended to be the leader of the 
party from Shasty, was principally instrumental in causing 
the attack on the prisoners, which, for a time, produced gen- 
eral hostilities. 

** As soon as the firing commenced, being satisfied that) 
could be of no further service as Indian agent, not having 
the least influence with the company, and not being dis- 
posed to take part in hostilities commenced under circum- 
stances such as herein related, I left for home, for the pur- 
pose of preparing to defend my own house and property, if 
circumstances should render it necessary.” 


Governor John P. Gaines, writing to Dr. Dart, 
superintendent of Indian affairs, under date, Rogue 
River, July 8, 1851, says: 

“It is highly important that an experienced agent be 
sent to this place immediately, to reside here, not only 
restrain and conciliate the Indians, but to watch the move- 
ments and properly dispose of infamous white men.” 

*¢ All the difficulties here are justly attributable to the lat- 
ter class of persons, if my information can be relied upon.” 


Here is an extract from Superintendent Dart’s 
letter to the Department, dated Oregon City, July 
22, 1851. Speaking of the difficulties of getting 
an agent in the Rogue River district, he says: 


“<T have, therefore, been without any one to send there 
during Mr. Spalding’s many months of illness. After writing 
me that he was well enough to enter upon his duties, I a¢- 
dressed him a letter, (a copy of which [ here inclose to 
you ;) but from causes unknown to me, he did not e to his 
post—the Rogue River—uantil within the last mon 

«| do not suppose, however, that it would have been in 
the power of one man to entirely prevent the difficulty 
amongst men who look upon Indians as intruders, and 4 
having no more rights in this country than wild beasts.” 


This is a copy of Dart’s letter to Spalding, al- 
luded to above: 


«I wish you, with as little delay as possible, to take the 
most favorable position on the Umpqua, to see those on 
their way to the eye Se upon them the 





of not molesting the on e River or elsewhere; 
on the con treat them kindly. Iam well 
most of the with these Indians might have been 


avoided had a more concili course been pursued om 
the part of the whites. I would also appeal to the whites 

in the vicinity of those Indians to exercise @ 
more forbearance.” 

General Wool, in his letter to the Assistant 
Adjutant General, under date Benicia, May 15; 
1856, writes as follows. I make an extract only: 

“1 would, however, have established a post, if I 


have obtained the means of the sup 

plies before winter set in, at or near Fort Walla- va. 

not because [ deemed it necessary to defend or protect 
or 


inhabitants of either Washington 
dians in 
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: joining the Yaki the authors of the war east 
a troveade Mountains, should they be so inclined. That 
the Walla-Wallas were peaceably inclined, is evident from 
the fact that Major Chinn remained, with, I believe, only 
four volunteer companies, within the distance of thirty miles 
of Fort Walla-Walla, sending out almost daily scouting 

ties that approached within a short distance of the fort, 
when the major reported there were a thousand warriors, 
without being molested or interfered with. Again, when 
Lieutenant Colonel Kelley moved against Fort Walla-Wal- 
ja, A. Olney, sub-Indian agent, who was not considered 
favorably inclined to the chief of the Walla-Wallas, reports 
jn substance as follows, viz: ‘That soon after the arrival 
of the command at Walla-Waila river, above the fort, a 

rty of Indians were seenon the hills above the camp, when 

ieiac ment of volunteers commenced a fire uponthem. That 
ne, Olney, succeeded in inducing them to suspend their fire, 
and had a talk with the Indians, in which he learned the 
whereabouts of the chief’s camp, and directed them to take 
a message to the chief informing him that he wished to see 
him. The next day they proceeded in the direction of the 
village, but before reacliing it, the chief, with five of his 
men, met them with a flag of truce. They inquired of him 
what he wanted ; he saan peace. They told him to return 
to his people with his flag, and fight them. He said he did 
not wish to fight. They gave him bis choice, to return and 
fight, or go with them and remain a prisoner. He wished 
them to go and camp, and allow him toreturn to his villige, 
and on the morrow he would return and hold a talk. They 
told him if he left, they would at once attack his village. 
He, with his men, went to the camp, where they were dis- 
armed and tied. During the night, some arrangement was 
made about beef animals, horses, &c., and one of his people 
sent to the village directing them (the Indians) to gather up 
horses to supply the colonel’s command. On the way they 
proceeded to the village, which during the night had been 
abandoned ; they found articles which bad been taken from 
the fort. Here he, the chief, asserted that he could recover 
most of the property, and such as could not be restored he 
would pay for. The next morning the command was or- 
dered to proceed up Walla-Wallariver. Detachments were 
starting at intervals and diverging to the right and left, and 
before the command had ail left the camp, firing commenced 
in the advance, but by whoin he did not know, but was 
forced to believe it was by volunteers, as it was evident to 
him that the Indians did not meditate an attack, for they 
were at the same time engaged in preparing the — 
meal ; for in several instances the volunteers dismounte 
and partook of the roast beef found at the fires where the 
Indians were encamped.’ The result of all which ended 
with driving the Indians across Snake river, adding several 
tribes to the ranks of the hostile Yakimas, the loss of nearly 
all the volunteer horses, either captured by the Indians, or 
died of fatigue and starvation, and perhaps the issuing of 
nearly or quite a million o dollars in scrip. We shall see 
whether this will be ‘a God-send to the people.’ It may 
be to the money speculators, but not to the people. I am 
informed that the scrip is now selling for from twenty to 
thirty-five cents in the hundred. 

* Thus ended the winter campaign of Governor Curry. 
Tf there had beenany Oregonians, or other white inhabitants, 
to protect or defend east of the Cascade range of mountains, 
there might have been, perhaps, some excuse for his usurpa- 
tion of power and raising troops, and making war beyond 
his own Territory and jurisdiction.”’ 

The following letter from Lieutenant Sheridan 
to Colonel Wright aids in illustration of my 
position: 

Camp, Lower Cascapes, WasHINGTON TERRITORY, 
April 18, 1856. 

Sir: The bodies of the parties of Indians supposed to 
have been murdered, on or about the 4th of this month, 
were yesterday discovered a short distance from the road 
leading from the camp to the block-house, by a party sent 
from this camp under charge of Lieutenant Harvie. ‘To- 
day, in obedience to your instructions, [ buried the bodies, 
and made an examination of the manner in which they 

came to their death, and of the ground in the vicinity. The 
Indian chief Spencer identifies the bodies of his father, 
wife, child, and niece, and two young men, Vancouver In- 
dians—six in all. The men had their hands tightly lashed 
behind their backs, and were then strangled to death by 
short cords tied around their necks with slip-knots, and then 
drawn tight by pulling both ends. The hands of the women 
were not tied, but they were strangled to death in the same 
manner; a silk handkerchief was used to strangle the child, 
a boy three years old. The person of the young woman, 
from the position of her y and dress, was undoubtedly 
violated. I did not see her until she had been moved, but 
when first seen by the interpreter, Mr. Haines, her body 
Was in such a position as to leave no dou at the ahove 
was the case. I fcel satisfied that the ere murdered 
by white men. I'send you, with this report, a buckskin 
gauntict found near one of the bodies. The day on which 
the Indians were seen passing the block-house, it was re- 
ported at this camp, by Colone} J. Meek, that a party of six 
men armed with rifles had followed them, saying that that 
party of Indians would never reach the lower end of the 
portage. I think all their names are known to him. A 
party of the same size, armed with rifles, reached this camp 
the same day. Inthe accompanying letter I give you some 


“on samen, i , . 
» Sir, your obedient servant, P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Second Lieutenant Fourth Infantry, Commanding Camp, 
Colonel G. Wrigut, Ninth Infantry, Commanding District. 

True copy : RICHARD ARNOLD, 

_ First Lieutenant, Third Artillery, Aid-de-Camp. 

This Spencer and his whole band were known 
to be the friendly allies of the whites. 

My next extract is from a letter written by 
Mr. R. R. Thompson, Indian agent at the Dalles, 
dated April 20, 1856. He writes to Colonel 

“ The season for fish haying arrived, some few have been 


with passports to take fish at the Dalles of the 
Cc iver, on the Oregon side, and while thus peace- 












» have been fired u by the O volun- 
teers; are encamped on the pom wide, aay msl 
miles from the bank of the river. Ifthe Indians were per- | 
mitted peaceably to take fish, they could subsist themselves, 
and thereby relieve the Government of a large bill of ex- 
pense. I have therefore to request that you ish a suf- || 
ficient force to guaranty them protection (during the fishing || 
=. from the common foe—as also from our own peo- || 
ple.’ 


t three 
| 


Governor Curry, from which I extract the fol- | 
lowing: 

“ As I march into the Yakima country to-morrow morn- 
ing with all my disposable force, { am much embarrassed 
by these wanton attacks of the Oregon volunteers on the 
friendly Indians. Were I to accede to the request of the 
agent, to furnish a force to protect those Indians during the 
fishing season, it would diminish my foree to such an 


extent as to render nugatory my campaign in the Yakima 
country. 


“ Under these circumstances, and presuming that you still 
retain authority over the Oregon volunteers, although at 
present beyond your territorial jurisdiction, [ have to re- 
quest that they may be withdrawn from the country on the 
north side of the Columbia river.’? 

I would like to read now from another letter 
of General Wool on this subject, dated San Fran- 
cisco, May 4, 1856. 

Mr. LANE. I object to General Wool being | 
introduced here as testimony at all. 

TheSPEAKER,. The Chair is of opinion that 
this course of debate is not in order. 

Mr. LANE. Very well, I will sit down. 

Mr. WHITNEY. 
gentleman from Oregon should object to this tes- 
timony, but he has introduced matter in reference 
to Oregon and Washington, and I do not see why 
I should not be allowed to treat of the same sub- | 
ject. These peueenemary Dee appropriations | 
are, as a general thing, all of the same character; 
and that which is applicable to the Territories of 
Oregon and Washington to-day, may be applica- | 
ble to Nebraska next year. We cannot foresee 
events in that Territory; but we may employ our 
present experience in guarding against future 
error. The extract which I desired to read from 
General Wool’s letter is in the following words: 


** The only obstacle in the way of entire success is the 
determination of the citizens and Governor Curry’s troops 
to exterminate the Indians, as may be discovered in former 
reports, as well as reports marked 4, 5, and 6, herewith 
transmitted, of Joel Palmer, superintendent of Indian af- 
fairs in Oregon, and Lieutenant Sheridan, marked 7, and 
to prolong the war, and for no other object than to promote 
the ends and designs of political and pecuniary speculators. 
The latter are already in the market, buying Oregon scrip | 
at twenty, thirty, and thirty-five cents on the dollar. If the 
exterminating principle is not abandoned, I repeat that not | 
a farmer will be left to till the ground in Oregon. All will | 
be either killed or driven from their farms into cities or 
places of defense.” 


‘* Political and pecuniary speculators !’’ Sir, 


! 





in the name of the country I thank General Wool | 


—i thank the public officers, civil and military, in 
those Territories, for the manly and frank man- 
ner in which they present the active motive upon 
which these Indian forays are fomented and kept 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


I am not surprised that the || 





up. Sir, I believe them. I believe these Indian 
wars are fomented for no other purpose than to 
create imaginary demands upon the Government 


Treasury. I think, from information in my pos- || 


session, that I am safe in saying that the war 
aot issued by Governor Curry in Oregon, and 
by Governor Stevens in Washington Territory, 


and for the adjustment of which a board of United | 


States commissioners has been appointed, will 
amount in the former to $7,000,000, and in the 
latter to $1,000,000— not one farthing of which 
has any legal value, and very little of which 
ought, in my opinion, to be indorsed by this Gov- 
ernment. 

Ihave endeavored, air, so far as my feeble con- 
dition would allow, to present to the House a 
correct view of this subject. I know it is imper- 
fect. 
ruptions, and have not the physical strength to 
do battle single-handed against the whole Demo- 
cratic party in this House, in exposing these 
wholesale frauds upon the Treasury. For these 
réasons, and under the ruling of the Chair, I leave 
the subject to the House, and to the judgment of 
the people. 

r. ORR. 
was a division taken upon concurring in the 
amendment of the Committae of Ways and Means 
to this thirty-seventh amendment? 

The SPEAKER. A separate vote was taken. 

Mr. ORR. While I am on the floor I desire 
to state some reasons why I think that amend- 


I have been beset with a storm of inter- 
\| act. 


} 
| 


| 


| 
| 
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ee 


ment should be soasmehapiod. «Aa Lintimated t 


the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


|| $200,000 in advance, the effect of whi 
{In reply, Colonel Wright addresses himself to || Lneaeniin Giieaendeste 


| ation which the 


Means, the arrangement or treaty under which 
the appropriation is asked for has not been sub- 


| mitted to the Senate, or has not been confirmed 
| by the Senate; and, from what I ean learn, it is 


not one that the Senate will be likely to ratify; 
and I do not think we ought thus to appropriate 
f will be 
to initiate a system that will cost the Government 
millions of dollars. This proposition or arrange- 
ment is one made by General Harney, proposing 
to purchase clothes or uniforms for the wild In- 
dians on the plains. I do not think the House 
have sufficient information to justify them in 
voting for this amendment, nor that the inform- 
have is such as to induce them 
to vote for it. Ishould have asked for a separate 
vote, if it had not escaped my observation at the 
time. I call the attention of the House to the 
fact that this amendment did not come from the 
Senate. It was reported by the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and has never been considered - 
here. We have no definite information in rela- 
tion to it, and the little information we have ought 
to induce the House to reject it. I hope the 
House will agree to the motion to reconsider; 


| and I move the previous question upon it. 


The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was taken on the motion to recon- 
sider; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. ORR moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the House had agreed to the amendment 
of the Committee of Ways and Means to his 
amendment. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. ORR demanded the previous question on 
the following amendment of the Committee of 
Ways and Means to the thirty-seventh amend- 


| ment of the Senate: 


And to enable the Secretary of the Interior to execute the 
stipulations entered into at a council held at Fort Pierre, 
Nebraska Territory, on the Ist of March, 1856, by Brevet 
Brigadier General William 3. Harney, United States Army, 
commanding the Sioux expedition, with the delegations 
from nine of the bands of the Sioux Indians, $200,000, being 
for the fiseal year of 1857 and 1858. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the amendment to the amendment was 
disagreed to. 

The question recurred on the amendment of the 
Senate, as follows; and it was concurred in: 

For the general incidental expenses of the Indian service 
in the Territory of New Mexico— presents of goods, agricul- 
tural implements, and other useful articles—and in assisting 
them to locate in permanent abodes, and sustain themselves 
by the pursuits of civilized life, to be expended under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, $47,500. 

REPAIRS OF CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY. 

Mr. BALL. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House for leave to report back from the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, Senate 
resolution (No. 47) authorizing the payment of 
a certain expense incurred in the repairs of the 
Congressional saeer? under the act of Con- 
gress, approved March 19, 1852. 

Mr. LETCHER. [I call for the regular order 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of the resolutions re- 
ported by the special committee. 


REGISTER OF A VESSEL. 
Mr. TYSON. Iask the unanimous consent 
of the House to put on its passage a bill grant- 
ing a register to the bark Ann Elizabeth. She 


| was built as a brig in the United States; but being 


wrecked in the waters of the British West Indies 
she lost her American character. Under the act 
of 1797, she cannot be restored unless by a special 








I desire to inquire whether there | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the reg- 
ular order of business. 
And then, on motion of Mr. ORR, the House (at 
five minutes after four o’clock, p. m.) adjourned. 
IN SENATE. 
Frauway, February 27, 1857. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Srernen P. Hirt. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read andapproved. 
FINANCE COMMITTEE. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr. 





note 
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Gwox to fill the vacancy in the Committee on 
Finance, occasioned by the resignation of Mr. 
"Toucey. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, com- 
municating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate, a copy of the report of Captain George 
3. McClellan, one of the pies sent by the War 
Department to the seat of war in Europe in 1855 
and 1856. 

Mr. WELLER. I wish to move the printing 
of an extra number of that report, and I will state 
to the Senate what it is. It is the report of Cap- 
tain McClellan, one of the officers sent to Europe 
during the war between Great Britain, France, 
and Turkey, and Russia. The first part of that 
report is on the operations in the Crimea, with 
maps showing the recent events there, and the 
approaches of the alliedarmy. A second feature | 
is upon the European engineer corps. Third, | 
the French, Austrian, and Sardinian infantry. | 
Fourth, the European armies in general. Sixth, | 
a separate chapter on cavalry. Seventh, the Aus- | 
trian cavalry. Eighth,the French cavalry. Ninth, 
the English and Sardinian cavalry. ‘Tenth, the | 
United States regulations for field service in war. | 
I move that five thousand extra copies of the re- | 
port be printed. I have no doubt it will be found 
one of the most valuable publications that has | 
been sent to the Senate for many years past. My | 








motion, of course, will go to the Committee on 1] 


Printing. 


The report was ordered to be printed; and the || 


motion to print additional copies was referred to 
the Committee on Printing. 


THE TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. BRIGHT. As I was unavoidably absent | 


from the Senate this morning when the vote was | 
taken on the bill reducing and regulating duties | 
and imports, | wish now to say that, if I had 
been present, I should have voted for the amend- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Illinois, 
{Mr. Doveras,] and for the bill on its final pas- | 
sage. 

Mr. CASS. I was necessarily absent when the 
vote was taken last night on the tariff bill; and, | 
like my honorable friend from Indiana, if I had | 
been here I should have voted for the proposition | 
of the Senator from Illinois, and for the passage 
of the bill. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuttiom, their Clerk, announced that the 
House agrees to some and disagrees to other 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. | 
614) making appropriations for the current and | 
contingent expenses of the Indian department, 
and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various | 
Indian tribes, for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1858. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the amendments | 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 





Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of 


‘Townsend Harris, consul general of the United | 
States for Japan, praying for compensation for | 
services as commissioner for negotiating a treaty | 
with the kingdom of Siam; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to | 
be printed. 
_ Mr, YULEE presented the memorials of Le- | 
titia neers ys, administratrix of Robert At- | 
kinson and of R. M. Harrison, for the settlement | 
of their claims under the ninth article of the | 
treaty with Spain of 1819; which were referred | 
to the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. WILSON presented the memorial of the 
Boston and Cape Cod Marine Telegraph Com- | 
pany of Massachusetts, praying to be allowed to | 
participate in the benefits of any appropriation 
that may be made for the Cape Cod Telegraph 
Company; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. BRIGHT presented resolutions adopted 
ata general meeting of the citizens of George- 
town, against ak permanent bridge over 
the Potomac river at the site of the present Long 
Bridge, and in favor of the erection of a bridge 
across that river above town; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia. 


| 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, fi 
Committee on Pensions, to whom was 
the bill (H. R. No. 486) for the relief of Robert 
H. Stevens, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 629) increasing 
the pension of Daniel Denver, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
635) to supply deficiencies in the appropriations 
for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1857, 
reported it without amendment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of John 
B. and Thomas Johnson, submitted a report, ac- 
companied by a bill (S. No. 637) for the relief of 
John B. Johnson and Thomas Johnson, of the 
State of Arkansas; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading; and the report was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the 


| bill (H.. R. No. 527) for the relief of Whitemarsh 


B. Seabrook and others, reported it without 
amendment, and asked for its immediate consid- 
eration; but objection was made. 

Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to whom were referred twenty-nine 
memorials of cit:zens of Cincinnati, Ohio, pray- 
ing for an appropriation for constructing a new 
canal around the Falls of the Ohio, upon the In- 
diana side of the river, asked to be discharged from 


| their further consideration; which was agreed to. 








On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
discharged from the further consideration of the bill (S. No. 
243) for the improvement of navigation at the Falls of the 
Ohio river; and from the further consideration of the bill 
(S. No. 230) to surrender to the State of Llinois the Cum- 


| berland road, in said State. 


On motion of Mr. GREEN, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Pensions be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of Charles F. 
Bruckner, administrator of William White, deceased. 


RECOMMITTAL OF A BILL. 


On motion of Mr. COLLAMER, it was 


Ordered, That the bill (S. No. 633) to provide for convey- 
ing the mails of the United States from Panama to Vaipa- 
raiso, on the west coast of South America, in connection 
with the mail routes already established, or hereafter to be 
established, to New Orleans, New York, and California, be 
recommitted to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. GREEN asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to bring in a bill (S. No. 638) 
making a grant of alternate sections of public 
lands to aid in theconstruction of railroads in the 
Territory of Kansas; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 


|| Lands. 


CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. ADAMS presented the credentials of Hon. 
Jerrerson Davis, elected by the Legislature of 
Mississippi a Senator from that State for the term 
of six years from the 4th of March next; which 
were read, and ordered to be filed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. JONES. I throw myself on the indulgence 
of the Senate to ask them to take up a House 
bill reported from the Committee on Claims, for 
a constituent of mine. If it gives rise to any de- 
bate I shall consent thatit lie upon the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morning busi- 
ness is first in order, and the Senator from Ten- 
nessee has a precedent motion to take up the bill 
reported by him. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I desire to make a sugges- 
tion to the Senators from Rhode Island and Ten- 
nessee. This is the last day devoted to the Pri- 
vate Calendar under the rules. My suggestion 
and motion is, that we proceed to take up such 
private bills from the House of Representatives 
as do not give rise to debate, until the hour of 
oneo’clock arrives. [**Agreed!’’ *‘Agreed!”’] We 


can do a great deal of private justice by that time. 
If we do not do it now, it will not be done at all 
at this session. 

Mr. BAYARD. I hope the Senate will, before 
taking up the Private Calendar, consider the bill 
from the Committee on Public Buildings in refer- 





ence to the enlargement of the public grounds aq. 
joining the Capitol. It is absolutely necessa,y 
to be passed at this session. If not, the grounds 
cannot be completed until the lines are defined. 
and the heaviness of the embankment on the 
southern side will require an interval of two yearg 
before a railing can be placed there or the street 

aved. 1 think the bill will not create debate, | 

ave had the plan put up in the lobby so that 
Senators may examine it. It has been agreed 
to by the Committee on Public Buildings ang 
Grounds of both Houses. The bill is printed 
and on the table, and was postponed until yes- 
terday, and ought to have come up, as I think, 
then. _ I hope it will be takenup now. It cannot 
require much time to dispose of it before you go 
on with the Private Calendar. If the bill passes 
to-day, I hope to have it passed in the House of 
Representatives, because it ought to be passed at 
this session. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. [ insist on my motion, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Pennsylvania moves to postpone all prior 
orders for the purpose of proceeding to the con- 
sideration of House bills on the Calendar. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. That do not give rise to 
debate. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am willing to 
second the motion of the honorable Senator from 
Delaware at the proper time, but the bill I have 
reported this morning has been here five years, 
and has always been passed by the Senate when 

resented. It is the first and only bill that has 

een in the Senate since I have been here, that 
was for the relief of any citizen of South Car- 
olina. It simply authorizes the Secretary of War 
to adjudicate the claims of those who served in 
the war of 1812 on the principles of equity and 
justice, and to pay to them anything that is due. 

ask tle Senate to take it up and pass it; it will 
not occupy a minute, and then [ am willing, if it 
be the pleasure of the Senate, to take up the bill 
of the Benater from Delaware. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
will be taken up. 
debate. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I am not disposed to 
throw obstacles in the way of my friend from 
Pennsylvania; but when we adjourned this day 
week, we lacked closing the Private Calendar by 
some six or eight Senate bills of an eminently 
just character. Several of them had passed tlt 
Court of Claims, but have not yet been reached. 
I think that, in order to do equal justice, the first 
proposition should be to dispose of the remainder 
of the Senate private bills on the Calendar, so 
as to allow them an equal chance in the House of 
Representatives. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I beg leave to suggest to 
my friend from Alabama that the Senate bills 
which we passed the other day will not be touched 
in the House of Representatives. We wasted 
last Friday in passing Senate private bills. My 
motion is that we procced to the consideration of 
the Private Calendar until one o’clock, consid- 
ering only such bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives as do not give rise to debate. 

Several Senators. Say two o’clock. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope two o’clock will not 
be fixed. At one o’clock we ought to go onwith 
the appropriation bills. . 

Mr. WELLER and Mr. MALLORY. Say 
half-past one o’clock. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I move that we proceed 
with the consideration of the House bills until 
half-past one o’clock. ‘ 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question 
is on the motion of ic Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania to postpone all prior orders, for the purpose 
of taking up the House bills on the Private Cal- 


endar. 
I think the bill submitted by the 


I hope the bill I have named 
It cannot give rise to much 


Mr. CASS. 
honorable Senator from Delaware, with respect 
to the public grounds, is indispensable to be acted 
upon. I think nothing should delay the action 
of the Senate on that point. It is a matter of 
great public interest. 

Mr. ADAMS. Why did it not come here 
sooner? 

Mr. CASS. The season is so far advanced 
that if the bill be not passed immediately the work 
cannot be begun this year. : 

Mr. BRODHEAD. There is no necessity for 
that bill. The public buildings have not yet been 
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finished. I ask that the question may be put on | 
otion. 
my ie. BAYARD. It isa bold assertion on the 
art of the Senator from Pennsylvania to say that | 
there is no necessity for that bill when he knows || 
nothing about it. There is a necessity. Though 
the public buildings are not commited, are you 
to let the public grounds lie ‘in the condition in {| 
which a now are until after you finish the Cap- 
itol, which will probably be three years hence? 
It will take you two years, as I have stated, be- 
fore the filling in which has to take place on the 
southern side, in order to give any approaches || 
there, can settle so as to have it paved or a railing 
ut around it. I think it is a matter of great pub- 
lic interest; | have no interest in it more than any 
Senator; but the honorable Senator from Penn- 
syivania is entirely mistaken when he says there 
is no necessity for the passage of that bill. It 
ought to be pooaee at this session; for if it does 
not pass at this session, of course it will not pass || 
until towards the close of next session, and that || 
year will have elapsed, so that you cannot begin | 
the filling up until the next year; and thus you 
lose two years; and then it will take two years 
for the ground to settle. You cannot fill it up 
until you have defined and extended the public || 
grounds. I say there is a strong reason for taking || 
up this bill now. It wil require but a short time || 
for its consideration, and then the private bills 
from the House of Representatives can come up | 
in order. 
Mr. JAMES. My friend from Pennsylvania | 
fixes the hour for the special order at half past || 
one o’clock. If his motion be adopted, that will | 
give us time to take up and pass the bill of my | 
honorable friend from Delaware. \| 
Mr. BAYARD. I wish to take it up first. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. What is the | 
hour indicated by the Senator from Pennsyl- || 
vania ? 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Half past one o’clock. 
Mr. HUNTER. Ihope not. At one o’clock 
we ought to go on with the appropriation bills. 
We have nearly all of them to acton yet. I must 
be allowed to say that four of the most important 
have come up from the House of Representatives | 
without a single amendment to them as originally 
reported by the Committee of Ways and Means 
there. We shall have to consider all the amend- || 
ments, and settle them perhaps in committees of || 
conference. I have never known a time when | 
the appropriation bills were so much in danger || 
asnow. Unless the Senate will consider them, | 
I cannot be responsible for the consequences. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The question |, 
is on postponing all prior orders until half past || 
one o’clock, for the purpose of taking up the || 
House bills on the Private Calendar. || 
The motion was agreed to. 1 


Mr. JOHNSON. I trust the Calendar will be | 
taken up where we left off last Friday, with the | 
Senate bills. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The order of | 
the Senate is to take up private bills of the House | 
of Representatives. i] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the Senate | 
allow me to appeal to them for one moment. I | 
have reported a House bill this morning which || 
should be passed. 

Several Senators. We will reach it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We cannot tell || 
when it will be reached. It wil t take five || 
minutes to pass itnow. I hope enate will || 
dispose of it. {| 
_ Mr. FESSENDEN. I object to anything not | 
in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
can only take it up by general consent, after the 
order just passed. 

Mr. JAMES. Icall forthe regular order. || 

Mr. BAYARD. Is it in order for me now to || 
move to postpone all prior orders, to take up the 
bill (S.No. 606) in relation to the public grounds? | 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair | 
thinks not. 

Mr. WELLER. No business has been trans- 
acted since the motion was egreed to. 


PARMELIA SLAVIN. 











| 
| 


session of Congress an act was passed grantin 


| dead; and in order that the pension may be se- 


| administrator of Parmelia Slavin, late the wife 


| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 


'| was the bill (No. 281) for the relief of Betsey 
| Nash, which the Senate proceeded to consider as 


|| name of Betsey Nash, of Stockbridge, Madison 


| consent. 


| ion that the petitioner is the widow of the David 


| 
' 


administrator; which was considered by the Sen- | 
at in Committee of the Whole. At the last || 


a pension to Parmelia Slavin, late the wife of 


John Blue, deceased, of four dollars per month, || 


cured to her representatives, the resolution directs | 
the proper officer to pay Artemas Sayles, the 


of John Blue, deceased, out of the money appro- 
priated for the payment of pensions, the amount 
of pension due to her by the act of March 2, 1855. 

he bill was reported to the Senate without 


third time, and passed. 


BETSEY NASH. 
The next House private bill on the Calendar | 


| 
i} 
| 


in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to au- 
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to place the 


county, New York, upon the list of half-pay pen- | 
sioners, as the widow of Doctor Sylvester Nash, | 
at the rate of twenty-two dollars per month, to | 
commence from the Ist of January, 1831, and to | 
continue for ten years. 


Mr. CLAY. I must object to that bill. [ | 


| would rather that it should lie over, as it is for || 


arrears of pension. 1] 
Mr. SEWARD. I hope the honorable Sena- || 
tor will not ask that it lie over. \| 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
cannot direct it to be laid over, unless by general 


Mr. CLAY. The motion was to take up those 
bills that did not give rise to debate. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. That was my motion. | 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If it be the 


| general understanding of the Senate, the Chair | 


will so construe it that any bill which gives rise || 
to debate shall be laid over. [** Agreed.’’] Does 
the Senator from Alabama require this bill to lie 
over? 
Mr. CLAY. Yes, sir. 
The bill was laid over. 
REBECCA SMITH. 
The next private bill of the House on the Cal- | 
endar was bill (No. 366) for the relief of Rebecca |) 
Smith; which the Senate proceeded, as in Com- || 
mittee of the Whole, to consider. It directs the || 
Secretary of the Interior to place the name of || 


Rebecca Smith on the roll of revolutionary pen- || 


sions for the State of Georgia, under the act of 
July 7, 1838, and the other acts subsequent thereto 


ients thereof, and pay her a pension, at the rate 
of $100 a year, under that act, during her natural | 
life. 

David Smith, of South Carolina, rendered mili- 
tary service during the war of the Revolution for 
more than two years as a private of horse, as 
appears by the record of military service in the | 
office of the comptroller edhbeel in that State. | 
The petitioner was lawfuliy married to a David 
Smith, of South Carolina, and there is evidence 
in the case tending to prove that the husband of | 
the petitioner was the identical David Smith who 


performed the military service. But the Com- || 
missioner of Pensions does not regard this evi- || 


dence as satisfactory to establish the fact of 
identity. ‘This committee, however, are of opin- 


Smith who performed the service, and that she is 
entitled to the benefit of the act of July 7, 1838, | 
and the acts subsequent thereto continuing to 
beneficiaries the benefit of that act. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


GEORGE SCHELLINGER. 


The bill (H. R. No. 358) for the relief of | 
George Schellinger was considered as in Com- 
mittee ofthe Whole. It requires the Secretary of | 
the Treasury to pay George Schellinger $284 25, 
in full for damages sustained by him by reason 








The first private bill of the House of Repre- 
Sentatives on the Calendar was a joint resolu- 


tion (No. 24) to pay the pension due Parmelia 
Slavin, late wife of John Blue, deceased, to her 


of destruction of ee = the army of the 
United States during the Black Hawk war. 
Schellinger, it appears, was a farmer; and | 
during the month of June, 1832, a Government 
| train of about forty baggage-wagons, accompanied 


|| on distant seas, by order of the 





921 


| by about one hundred men, encamped on his 


premises for three days, taking possession of the 


|| Same, and suffering the cattle and horses of the 
_ train to occupy his inclosures and destroy his 


n _ crops, and the damage was then estimated at $500. 
|| for five years, from January 1, 1848, who is now || 


It appears that a board of commissioners was es- 


| tablished at Galena in 1833, consisting of Wil- 


liam Hempstead and two others, to adjudicate 


| upon such claims growing out of the Black Hawk 


war. The commissioners adjudicated the claim 
under consideration, and allowed the sum of 
$234 25. The evidence shows that the petitioner 
sustained damage for which he is entitled to com- 
pensation; but as to the amount of damage, the 


| evidence is' somewhat conflicting, and the com- 
| mittee recommend the allowance of the smallest 
/ amount named, being $284 25, the sum allowed by 


the board of commissioners. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 


|| third time, and passed. 


MARY ANN CLARK. 


The bill (H.. R. No. 370) for the relief of Mary 
Ann Clark, was considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It directs the Secretary of the Interior 
to place the name of Mary Ann Clark, of New 
York, on the pension roll, at the rate of five dol- 
lars per month, for five years, commencing on the 
[st day of January, 1856. 

Mary Ann Clark is the widow of Edward 
Clark, as appears by the certificate of marriage. 
Edward Clark enlisted in 1847 in company A, 
commanded by Captain Larkin Smith, of the 8th 


| infantry, in the Mexican war. He was of robust 


constitution, healthy, strong, and sound, the pic- 


| ture of health, with the apparent promise of long 
life, but he was taken sick in Mexico, and exhibited 

|| symptoms of immediate dissolution. On the close 
|| of the war he was able to move with the army 
| from Mexico, and proceeded to New Orleans, 


and up the Mississippi river to Jefferson bar- 
racks, Missouri, where he was honorably dis- 


| charged. Then sick, he managed, as best he 
| could, to reach home in Ontario county, New 


York, which he succeeded in doing, reaching 


|| home a fit subject for a sick bed, to which he was 


mostly confined till his death, which took place 


| on the 29th of April, 1850. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 


| third time, and passed. 


THOMAS B. STEELE. , 


The bill (H. R. No. 446) for the relief of 
Thomas B. Steele, passed assistant surgeon of 


| the Navy of the United States, was considered 
|, as in Committee of the Whole. It directs that 
continuing the benefits of those acts to the recip- || 


there be paid to Thomas B. Steele, passed assist- 
| ant surgeon of the Navy of the United States, 
$717 65, being the difference of compensation to 
| an assistant surgeon and a passed assistant sur- 
| geon, from April 24, 1852, to April 21, 1855. 
| ‘The petitioner was commissioned as assistant 


‘| surgeon in March, 1847, and he went to. sea on 


duty in the home squadron, and remained at sea 
until December, 1849. In September, 1850, he 
| was ordered to join the Saratoga, under orders 
| for the China seas, and served in the East India 
and the Japan squadron until 1854. By the act 
| of 1820, approved May 24 of that year, an assist- 
ant surgeon who has been in service four years, 
and has seen two years’ service, is entitled to be 
| examined, and if found qualified, to be passed for 
promotion with increased pay. Those officers 
of the petitioner’s date, who were in thajfnited 
| States, were examined and passed in the spring 
of 1852; but the petitioner hea being in service 

Dinarisaghe, 


|| could not be examined until April, 1855, at which 


time he was passed; and his warrant, therefore, 
| bears date in the spring of 1852. In consequence 
| thereof, the Department decided that the peti- 
| tioner could only be paid as an assistant surgeon 
| from the time at which he was examined. The 
| committee are of opinion that the memorialist is 


clearly entitled to the pay of a passed assistant. 


surgeon from the date of his warrant, and ac- 
cordingly report a bill for his relief. ; 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


LYMAN N. COOK. 
The bill (H. R. No. 372) for the relief of 
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Lyman N. Cook was next considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It directs that the name of 
Lyman N. Cook be placed on the pension roll of 
the United States, and that he receive an annual 
pension of $22 50 per month during his natural life. 

Cook served in the war of 1812 as surgeon’s 
mate in Colonel Allen’s regiment of New York 
militia. During the battle of 17th September, 
1814, at Fort Erie, he had the tympanum of his 
ear ruptured by concussion of the firing of can- 
non. On the 3d March, 1843, upon satisfactory 
proof of his services and disability, he was allowed 
a pension of $11 50. The House of Represent- 
atives had the pension $22 50, but the Senate re- 
duced it to the above sum. The petitioner now 
furnishes additional proof showing increased dis- 
ability, amounting to nearly, if not altogether, 
total. The committee therefore report the bill for 
his relief, allowing him re 50 per month for life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed, 


RICHARD PHILLIPS. 


The bill (H.R. No. 473) for the relief of Rich- 
ard Phillips was considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

It authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Richard Phillips, of Massa- 
chusetts, on the invalid pension roll, at the rate 
of eight dollars per month, to commence on the 
3d of December, 1855, and to continue during his 
natural life. 

The petitioner was a private and sergeant in 
Captain Pritchard’s company of Massachusetts 
militia, raised for the defense of Marblehead and 
the adjacent coast, in the war with Great Britain, 
in 1814. While actually in the service, and in 
the line of his duty, he received a severe injury 
in his right knee. It appears that, after having 
en the guard for the night, an alarm gun was 

red, and that while on his way to report the 
same to the officers at the fort, he fell upona 
ledge of sharp recks, and received an injury in 
his right knee, which disabled him from duty, 
and confined him for some time in the hospital, 
and resulted in permanent lameness. The testi- 
mony shows that the injury has incapacitated 
him toa great degree from obtaining his sub- 
sistence by manual labor, and now totally dis- 
ables him. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


SAMUEL R. THURSTON. 


The bill (H. R. No. 254) for the relief of the 
heirs of Samuel R. Thurston, late Delegate from 
Oregon, was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, It authorizes the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay to the legal representatives of Samuel 
R. Thurston, late Delegate from Oregon, for the 
benefit of ‘his heirs, the difference between the 
pay he has already received for mileage, and that 
now allowed to and received by the present Del- 
egate. 

By ‘the act organizing that Territory, which 
was passed in 1848, the mileage of the Delegate 
was limited to $2,500. Under this act Mr. Thurs- 
ton was elected Delegate; and during his term in 
1850, Congress, in legislating upon the same ques- 
tion, allowed mileage to the members from Cali. 
fornia and the Delegate from Oregon * by the 
most udtially traveled route within the limits of 
the United States.’’ And by the act of 1852, there 
is a direct repeal of the limitation of the general 
mileage law as contained in the act of 1848. Mr. 
Thurston was allowed mileage at both sessions 
of the Thirty-First Congress by the overland 
route 'to the Pacific: all other members have been 
allowed by the route which they actually trav- 
eled, and which all were obliged to travel; and 
thus Mr. ‘Thurston received bat litde more than 
one half the sum which each of those who came 
under the same taws, tived on the same coast, and 
traveled the same route, were allowed and re- 
ceived, 

_ The committee submit to the House that there 
ig no * traveled route within the limits of 
the United States” from Oregon and California, 
by which it is possible for personsto pass, except 
i bodies, and such route cannot justly or 
1 ‘be held to be within the law-of 1850, and, 
th re, the restrictive words must be inopera- 


| by the most “usually traveled route,’? which 
| certainly is the route by which the present Dele- 
| gate is allowed his mileage. 


tive, leaving the act to take effect as re 

the limitation in the act of 1848, and placin 
Delegate from Oregon and the members from Cal- | 
ifornia under the operations of the general law, 


ee 


And this view is | 
more directly manifested by the act of 1852, | 


| which simply repeals the act of 1848—the whole | 
| effect of this act of 1852 being a direct repeal of | 
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the act of 1848, which itis herein held was im- 
pliedly done by the act of 1850. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CAPTAIN THOMAS GILL. 


The next House bill on the Private Calen- 
dar was the bill (No. 438) for the relief of the 
heirs of Captain Thomas Gill, which was re- 
ported adversely from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. It directs the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury to pay the full amount of 
five years’ commutation pay of a captain of cav- 
alry in the army of the Revolution, to the legal 
representatives of Captain Thomas Gill, late of 
the army of the Revolution, (Sumter’s division.) 

Thomas Gill entered the service as a militia 
man in the Camden district, South Carolina, in 
December, 1778, under Captain Philip Walker, 
and he served in this capacity about three months, 
when he wasdischarged. Ina few daysafterwards 
he volunteered under Captain Walker, upon a call 
for volunteers, and marched to General Lincoln’s 
headquarters, on the Savannah river; and under 
the command of Colonel Lawrence, a regular offi- 
cer, he was marched to Charleston early in the 
year 1799, where he remained until about Au- 
gust, 1779, when the company to which he be- 
longed was disbanded. Shortly afterwards, he 
again enlisted under Captain Alexander Pagan, 
at Ransom’s mills, in North Carolina, and was 
attached to Colonel Sumter’s regiment, and 
marched to Rocky Mount, South Carolina; thence 
to Camden; and in August, 1780, he was elected 
a lieutenant in that company. From thence they 
were marched to ** Old Fields,’’ where a battle oc- 
curred between the forces of General Sumter and 
the British forces, in which Captain Pagan was 
killed, and most of the company cut to pieces 
or taken prisoners. The remnant of that com- 
pany, reinforced by other volunteers, shortly after- 
ward organized, and elected Lieutenant Gill their 
captain, in which capacity he continued to serve 
in General Sumter’s division until the close of 
the war. While in the service he was at the 
battles at Congaree, Byging church, and at En- 
gro’s quarters, besides scveral skirmishes with 
the enemy. Under the resolution of Congress, 
he, as such officer, was entitled to the full pay of 
such officer for five years, in lieu of the half pay 
for life; but the evidence from the Departments 
shows that no application was made by him 
during his lifetime, nor by his heirs since his 
death, until this one; and as the committee believe 
that the five years’ full pay is justly due his heirs, 
inasmuch as it appears that this service was in the 
service of the ‘ horse,’’ they are of opinion that 
he was entitled to ay as a captain of light-horse. 

Mr. BRODHEA . Imove the indefinite post- 
ponement of that bill. 

The motion was agreed to, 


JOHN C. M’ CONNELL. 


The bill (H. R. No. 459) for the relief of John 
C. McConnell was considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

It directs that $995 42 be paid to John C. Me- 
Connell, out of any moneys in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, for fresh beef furnished 
by him to General Quitman’s brigade of volun- 
teers in the Mexican war in April, 1847. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


JOSEPH M’CLURE. 


The bill (H. R. No. 460) to reimburse the es- 
tate of Joseph McClure, a paymaster in the war 
 # = was considered as in Committee of the 

ole. 

It authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay to David McClure, administrator of Joseph 

cClure, a regimental paymaster in Colonel 
Warren's regiment of New York militia in the 
war of 1812, 8551 36, out of any moneys in the 
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Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the same 
being the amount of a judgment paid by McClure 
to the United States for moneys paid out by him, 
for which the vouchers were burned, but which 
was paid by him to his regiment. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM KENDALL. 


The bill (H. R. No. 466) for the relief of Wi}. 
liam Kendall, was considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It directs the accounting officers of 
the Treasury to settle the account of William 
Kendall, sutler at Fort Columbus, for all articles 
furnished by him to soldiers there recruited or 
stationed during the late Mexican war; and in al} 
cases where the several amounts claimed were 
regularly entered on the original muster or de- 
scriptive rolls which accompanied the detach. 
ments from that fort, and were thus charged 
against the respective soldiers, but were not trans- 
ferred to the company rolis, nor retained out of 
the soldier’s pay and allowed to Kendall, the 
amounts shall be allowed and paid to-him. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, and or- 
dered to a third reading. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I think that bill ought 
not to pass without some explanation. It leaves 
no amount mentioned. 

Mr. WELLER. I can satisfy the Senate that 
itisa perfectly just claim. The committee looked 
into it very carefully. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
with the explanation. 

Mr. WELLER. I do not think I ever sawa 
clearer case. 

The report was read, from which it appears 
that Kendall was the regularly appointed sutler 
to the army at Fort Columbus, in the harbor of 
New York, during the late Mexican war. That 
port was one of the general recruiting depots 
where thousands of recruits remained only fora 
few days to receive primary instruction, and were 
then ordered to the seat of war. On the 16th of 
February, 1846, the Secretary of War issued an 
order modifying the previously existing regula- 
tions for the settlement of sutlers’ claims, so as 
to require that * claims against soldiers who leave 
the pay district in which the debits were con+ 
tracted before payment, must be properly stated 
on the muster-roll, descriptive lists, or certificates 
of discharge, as heretofore directed, for the im 
formation of the paymaster, who will settle with 
the soldier accordingly, taking his receipt for no 
more than is actually due him after deducting 
sutlers’ claims and all other stoppages required to 
be made.’’ The order further required the ac 
counts of these claims to be kept in the Paymaster 
General’s office, and certified to the neous 
officers of the Treasury, so that the sutler co 
receive payment from any paymaster in the 
service. 

The memorialist further alleges that, under the 
operation of this order, he furnished such articles 
as were prescribed by a board of officers, at a 
tariff of prices fixed by them, toa lange number 
of newly-enlisted soldiers; and upon the depart 
ure of each detachment for the seat of war, he 
furnished the amount of his claims against the 
several soldiers to the commanding officer of the 
post, who d the same to be duly entered on 
the muster scriptive roll, signed by himself, 
of which a copy is on record in the office of the 
Adjutant General. 

He further states that, upon application at the 
offices of the Adjutant General and the Se 
Auditor, it was ascertained that.a large amount 
of claims had never been transferred by the sev- 
eral army officers from the original list or roll to 
the company rolls. In consequence of this omis- 
sion, the claims never became known to the se¥- 
eral paymasters. All such soldiersas owed these 
amounts to the sutler were paid in full without 
the deduction required by law; and the mem 
ist thereby lost the claims to the amount of about 
two thousand five hundred dollars. The appa 
rent negligence of the officers whose aay it was 
to transfer these claims to the muster-rolls of the 


I do not object to it 


companies subsequently formed of these recruits 

inaemibuted epehe hestoand-aisciesment incidents 

ee Cte 
oe SRO08 pou HCL jo . 


The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
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me COMMANDER JOHN L. SAUNDERS. : ISRAEL B. BIGELOW. of eee — as the assignee be repres 
ure : : + . . sentative o orge Rowe, to a tract of land of 
. The next private bill on the Calendar was the The joint resolutions (No. 29) for the relief | : me pi. : 
icky bill (H. R. No. 405) for the relief of Commander | of Invacl B. Bigelow, ae casio as in Com- || De ar ee batt ne Bayou Teche, in om 

John L. Saunders; which was considered by the || mittee of the Whole. It provides that a-pension | f,.ation made by H ‘Williame. a. “ ae o- r 
out Senate as in Committee of the Whole. It author- || of fifteen dollars per month, during his natural || on the Dist of Februar 1840, aaaed ar bee 
the izes the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Com- |) life, be allowed to Israel B. Bigelow, of Texas, || Congress for the relief of ee said Ge a Ro 

mander John L. Saunders, out of any moneys in || to commence from the 14th of January, 1847, the |. .royved March 3 1839. contai : m ares an 

the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, $250, || “7 on which he was severely wounded and dis- | face aediuad- titrhoiel as cinta bo ws oh of 

full compensation for entertaining on board the | abled by the enemy, while bearing important dis- || the land. so locared as ma ne ana ts diet ed 
W ils ship St Mary’s Colonel John C. Eldridge, whilst |) patches from Major General Patterson to General || of by the United: States: the alas ~ a annie 
of a bearer of dispatches from Pensacola to Aransas, |) Quitman, during the march of the division of vol- || ang adjusted according to the apotened slat of 
s of in September, 1845. ; | unteers from Victoria to'Tampico, in Mexico. — || survey of the township in which it is situated 
liane The Committee on Naval Affairs reported an _He was a contractor, in the year 1847, to fur- || i nder instructions from the Commissioner of thé 
icles amendment to strike out ‘ $250,’’ and insert || nish beef to the forces of the United States in the || General Land Office, so as to give him, as near aa 
7 on “ten dollars a day from 9th of September, 1845, | Mexican war, on their march from Victoria to |, may be, the lands sought ta be located be hin 
nall to 16th of September, 1845, both inclusive.” | Tampico, Mexico. On the 14th of January in || being a part of dbaiions ons and tic hell he > 

ven The amendment was agreed to, the bill was re- || that year he left Victoria, with a part of the 1 a frarkion of clave and twstvs, 6 tnwaani a. 
ide rted to the Senate as amended, and the amend- |; United States troops, for Tampico, leaving cattle || 15 south, of range No. 10 anne in’ the F atk: 
achs ment was concurred in and ordered to be en- , and men in that place to supply with beef the || western distries of Louisiana: Bat thie act is onl 
reed ferret vod the bill to. be read a third time. The |! brigade commanded by General Quitman, which || 5, operate asa relinquishment Ridivor on tha oe A 
cam ill was read the third lime and passed. | was to follow the succeeding day. On the 19th || o¢ = a United States ‘to the lands, and is ae to 
it of GUSTAVUS B. HORNER. | of the same month, he was called upon by Lieu- ] interfere with adverse valid rights of third per- 

the ; : | tenant Elliott, an assistant commissary of sub- || sons, if such exist, to any part thereof. 

The next perme bill on the Calendar was the sistence, and informed by him that his men had || Under an ect ‘of \Céuriees . neoved Bare 3 

lo bill (H. R. No. 343) for the relief of the legal || failed to supply General Quitman’s brigade with | 1839, George Rowe of Ouachita Darint. Tadislen 
representatives of Gustavus B. Horner, which || beef, on account of their having lost the cattle. || jn’ was authorized to locate, within twelve 
aght was reported by the Committee on Revolutionary || The memorialist was ordered to return forthwith, | months from that date, ubiler the Gisseiiencil the 
aves Claims, with an amendment. and, if possible, to obtain beef for the brigade, and |! surveyor general of £ inline: a treet of land in 
: Mr. BENJAMIN. Let that bill go over. if he could not, to notify General Quitman that || ), donerice auath of Red aiver. nes atenetinatoas 
that The bill was passed over. he would deposit bacon at certain points on the | hundred arpents, in lieu of an equal aucigin aie 
oked JESSE MORRISON. | Toute to supply his forces. The petitioner also || firmed to him by the register and receiver of that 
. 4 ’ - 1) di i > j . , R99 the 4 
to it The bill (H., R. No. 463) for the relief of Jesse || yey to General Quitman, to the effect that he had |, Owl SRiPE never s Neenaw re Tan ee mees 
Morrison, of Illinois, was considered as in Com- || found it impossible to obtain sufficient forage for ] the new selection not to be of better quality Gina 

aaa mittee of the Whole. It directs that there be paid || the animals, and that those in his brigade must || that ralinauished; abd the ttle: 3 y. 

to Jesse Morrison, of Illinois, $500; out of an ‘ae | PRAT OeS AES. eee Pore pee 

: . » $500; Y || be put upon the same allowance of a quarter ra- || therefor as soon after the location and return as 
pears meer, in ica heed aoe or dotaeee pe eee Sr to which he had limited — in Caienen il Sy gemlat tb.dains 
‘ea, e in Tu r damage in being hn returning to convey to Genera uitman || Se . 5 . 
— dispossessed of his storehouse at Fort Jackson, || these orders, and when shout twenty miles im the | complica with all ite wrovisiooe sae be Oe 
That Michigan Territory, for use of the United States || rear of Gerieral Patterson, he was attacked, in 3 A woe oe aes f th 
. military force, and for rent of the said store-house surveyor general in his process verbal of the 
epots ape : both front and rear, by about twenty Mexican |! transaction, the surveyor general, on the 2Ist of 
aad bythe Government during the Black Hawk | cavalry, ead was shot es eee ‘ee | February 1840, at the request of the memorialist, 
. s : E a one and a quarter ounce ball, which passe ‘ ss , : 
ch of Mr. Morrison wasa merchant at Mineral Point, || through ‘and fractured the head of the tibia, close Lane, wecdealery described in the bill certifying 
ae then in Michigan Territory, and now in the State | to the knee-joint. Pursued by the enemy, with officially that ft was bin nnldested wacnel kelae 
cular of Wisconsin, where he had alarge stock of mer- || his limb shattered, he was forced to ride eight not exceeding f ear ar tats tine 
| chandise. It became necessary for the accommo- || miles on horseback before mecting General Quit- wtp pe it dle ate ~ ee a eae 
toes : ao : and not of superior quality to the tract, the claim 
oo dation of the Army to occupy his store-house Ww hed ff : p Gere, > nen 
leave ae bli y ee man. hen he reached him he was suffering || (, which had been relinquished under the afore- 
om building for public purposes, and a requisition was || severely from his wound, but saying nothing || ..i4 jaw of Coneress 
ted tnade in due form by the proper officer for the || about it he proceeded to deliver his orders. The || ~ poe this |; 1°, located. the C os f 
ita delivery up of the building for the public use. || 1 noticed hi ized earance and th or this land, so located, the Vommissioner @ 
cates P Flood ; noticed his agonized appearance and the || the Land Office refuses to issue a patent, for the 

1 ik Br. Ronteyn, therefore: Wes Obliged: to heenk lood streaming down his legs, remarked to him, || reasons as stated in his simmnéinsnetias that the 
with up and move his store of goods, and give up his || «« You are badly hurt.” He replied, ‘* I know I | location was regarded as not being valid under the 
or no ssone-nemme Ser the, ues of the United Statee ail || am, and expect to die; but I must convey to you | law, as it conflicted with other claims, and did not 
sting itary force then stationed there. It is proved to || the orders with which Lam charged.’’ He then || ,, required by the act of Congress, sonioems te 
ned the satisfaction of the committee, that the damage informed the General of the orders in detail, be- |} 44, legal subdivisions of the public Sener 
cong to Mr. Morrison in breaking up his business and |! fore dismounting. After this he suffered seven | It appears, from the plat of approved ies 

raster ho Reah a Wl. aeee mere WOE Basouns Yo the days’ torture, laid out ina wagon without springs, || of the township in which is situated the land ie 

nila sum claimed, which is $500. After the close of || in proceeding to Tampico, over a miserable road, question, that subsequently te the ldcktiod af 
oe. the war, Mr. Morrison made application to the | at which place he was confined in bed, without || Gantt’s stolen there was a resurvey of a private 

n the Secretary;of War to be reimbursed for his loss || once being removed, for one hundred and four | land claim adjoining it; and that the eer thus 

and damage; but, while the justice of the claim days, and for the space of three years thereafter thade ‘charged to ne extent’ the shane ye the 

th was not disputed, it was alleged that no law then || he was unable to walk without crutches. He | trant located Dw Gantt: bat levine 00% P he full 
or tae existed to authorize the payment thereof. | ati ff ith iff 1 Fact located by \zantt, Dut leaving toatm these 
rticles : ¢ . still suffers with a stiff leg and knee, covered | uantity, and more than was. claimed by him 
09 The bill was reported to the Senate without || with ulcers, and has expended a large amount of The survey of tlie townshin havine beech anniovel 
imber cee eer . a third reading, read the money in treating it, without reference to his loss after, and by the said odieaniaie “differs Nightly 
epart- ete ae eee of time and eee of suffering. from the map of the land returned by the sur 
ar, he Cc. B. R. KENNERLY. The joint resolution Sie eee to the Senate || veyor general to the land office, exhiviting his 
me The il (14 No, 598) forthe rl of C.B. | adhe tied tos and posed, MAP| locaton of the Gants enim; and in that wap 
of the R. Kennerly, was considered as in ; ’ ** shows what appears to be a departure from the 
ed a of the Whale. It dinecte the oes tae oF te JOHN L. VATTIER. | eee iio _ — located ae 
mse Treasury to pay to Kennerl for medical : g : | legal subdivisions; but which seems altogether 
ott TIME serconFendred she mltaryeveor othe United ||, ell H.R No. S06) fo he wale of Zohn iumaterial esling a tdi fom eilporvey 
ti aes boundary commission in 1854 and 1855. Whole | meee fa ong but being roved, 

a ; ; . ao '| became the on survey. 

econd ete een ee pia cations It provides that John L. Vattier is entitled to || The bill naan to. the Senate without 

mount thied tiene. and manedil - select and locate of the public lands of the United || amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 

> Sane ’ passed. States, open to entry, ai 25 per acre, two thou- third time, and passed. 

roll to ANTHONY DEVIT. sand lem hundred and eighty acres, for which 
omis- * The bill CH R. No. 767) for the relief of An- || he shall duly receive a patent as indemnity for | GEORGE F. BALTZELL. 

e seve oar Devit, late a sergeant in the third artillery | the undivided half of the claim of George Schamp || The bill (H. R. No. 504) for the relief of 

| these of the United States Army, was considered as in || and Pelagre Schamp, his wife, as filed before the || George F. Baltzell, assignee of James P. Roan, 

ithout Committee of the Whole. It directs the Secre- || register and receiver of the land office of the || was next considered as in Committee of the 
norial- tary of the Interior to place the name of Anthony | southwestern land district of Louisiana, as re- || Whole. It proposes to permit George F’. Balt- 
about it, late @ Sergeant of the third artillery of the | ported by them the Ist of November, 1824. zell, of Florida, assignee of James P. Roan, to 
appar United States , and now at the Western The bill was reported to the Senate without || enter, at any land office in Florida, a full section 
it was Asylum, Hatrodebiire, Kentucky, upon || amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the || of land, or less quantity in lieu thereof, by divis- 
of the the invalid pension roll at seventeen dollars per | third time, and passed. ional lines, without making payment. therefor; 
cruits, month, ning on the Ist of January, 1856, ENJAMIN R. GANTT but the same is to be deemed and taken as a full 
dental and to continue during his natural life or the shared : , satisfaction of any and all claims of James P. 
inning Tk oh ntdisability. ... . The bill (H. R. No. 524) for the relief of Ben- || Roan, and George F. Baltzell, his assignee, under 
The Was reported to the Senate, orderéd to || jamin R. Gantt was considered as in Committée || at act of Congress entitled “ An act granting do- 
ssed. a third reading, read the third time, and passed. || of the Whole. It proposes to confirm the claim || nations of land to certain actual settlers in the 
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Territory of Florida,’ anpetealh May 26, 1824; 
and in his location Baltzell is in no case to select 
any tract of land containing a less number than 
one hundred and sixty acres. 
‘The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the | 
third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM POOLE. 








The bill (A. R. No. 498) for the relief of Wil- || 


liam Poole was considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It authorizes the oe of the 
Interior to cause to be paid to William Poole, of 
Maine, whose name is now on the roll of invalid | 
ensioners, cight dollars per month, from omy 
, 1856, instead of four Stak er month, which | 
he has heretofore received, ond that the same be 
continued during his natural life. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the || 
third time, and passed. 


JOSEPH RICHARDS. 


The next private bill on the Calendar was the 
bill (H. R. No. 225) for the relief of Joseph 
Richards, of Berks county, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I think this bill will neces- 
sarily lead to discussion. It was objected to the | 
other day. | 

The bill was laid aside. 

HENRY T. MUDD. 

The bill (H. R. No. 589) for the relief of Henry | 
T. Mudd, of Missouri, was considered as in Com- | 
mittee of the Whole. Charles Burke, on the 15th | 
of March, 1856, entered, at the land office at Pal- 
myra, Missouri, under the provisions of the pre- | 
emption act of September 4, 1841, the southeast | 
quarter of section thirty-four, township fifty-one, | 
range two west, containing one hundred alone 
acres, for which he paid $200, per receiver’s | 
receipt, which entry failed for want of proof, and 
was canceled atthe General Land Office. Henry | 
T. Mudd, before the entry was canceled, in good 
faith, but in ignorance of the provisions of the 
preémption law, bought the land of Burke for 
$800, and holds a deed from Burke, dated March 
17, 1854; but the purchase-money, as the law 
stands and has been construed by the General 
Land Office, cannot be paid to Mudd, though the 
equitable right is acknowledged to be in him, and 
Burke has gone to parts unknown, and his order 
or power of attorney cannot be had. This bill, 
therefore, provides that the transfer of Burke to 
Mudd shall be received and treated as an admis- 
sion of the right of Mudd to the repayment of 
the purchase-money on the entry, viz: the sum 
of §200, and the same is to be refunded to him 
accordingly. 

The bill was reported to thé Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the | 
third time, and passed. 

JOHN HUFF. 

The bill (1. R. No. 572) for the relief of John | 
Huff, of Texas, was considered as in Committee | 
of the Whole. It authorizes the Secretary of the | 
Treasury to pay to Huff $1,556, in full. of all | 
demands against the Government of the United | 
States for damages done to his property whilst | 
his house and premises were in possession of a | 
battalion of United States infantry in December, 
1848. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 








| 


heirs of Jacques Godfroy was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It directs thata patent 
be issued to the heirs of Jacques Godfroy for a 
second concession (No. 19) in rear of the front 

rant on Detroit river, patented to those heirs 
tae 24, 1811, according to the survey of the sec- 
ond concession made by deputy surveyor Joseph 
Fletcher, in July, 1822, and returned into the land 
office by the surveyor general, and contained in 
the patent certificate No. 313, issued by the regis- 
ter of the land office at Detroit, dated April 16, 
1855. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


NAPOLEON B. GILL. ] 


The next private bill on the Calendar was the 
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JACQUES GODFROY. 
The bill (H. R. No. 508) for the relief of the 
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bill (H. R. No. 355) for the relief of Napoleon 
B. Gill, of Perry county, Missouri, and for other 
purposes; which was reported adversely by the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CLAY. I move the indefinite postpone- 
ment of the bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


COLLINS BOOMER. 
The bill (H. R. No. 333) for the relief of Col. 


| lins Boomer was considered as in Committee of 


the Whole. It directs the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay to Collins Boomer $1,000, in full pay- 
ment for the sloop and provisions captured from 
him in 1813 by the British, in consequence of his 
employment of the sloop in the conveyance of 
American troops upon the river St. Lawrence. 

The sloop was employed in 1813 in conveying 
American troops from the river St. Lawrence, 
and in consequence thereof was captured by the 
British, and towed across the river into Canada. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


SAMUEL S. HAIGHT. 


The bill (H. R. No. 510) for the relief of Sam- 
uel S. Haight was considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. It directs the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury to adjust and settle, upon 
the principles of equity and justice, the claim of 
Samuel 8S. Haight, for his services and expenses 
in mustering into service, and marching to the 
New York frontier, his command, under orders 


| from General Amos Hall, during the war of 1812, 


when Haight was colonel of the first brigade of 
New York State militia. 

In the early part of January, 1814, he was 
senior colonel of the first brigade of militia in the 
State of New York. Soon after the burning of 
Buffalo and the taking of Fort, Niagara, he was 
ordered by General Amos Hall to proceed with- 
out delay with his command to the frontier, which 
he did with about five hundred men, which in- 
creased to one thousand men before he reached 
the village of Dansville, where he was met by 
orders from General Hall that the British troops 
and Indians had recrossed the Niagara river, and 
that he disband his men, as there was no further 
necessity forthem. The petitioner was at some 
expense in getting out the troops, and for such 
expense and his own pay he now asks to be re- 
imbursed by Congress. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO NAVAL OFFICERS. 
Mr. SLIDELL. I ask the indulgence of the 


Senate to consider a joint resolution that I re- 
orted two days since from the Committee on 
‘oreign Relations, which I am sure will receive 

at once the unanimous approbation of the Senate. 

It is a joint resolution authorizing Commander 

Henry J. Hartstene, of the United States Navy, 

to accept from the Government of Great Britain 

a sword presented to him by the Queen of Great 
Britain, not in the ordinary form, but sent to the 

Navy Department, with an expression of her 

earnest wish that he might be permitted to accept 

it. There is also a similar provision for Lieuten- 
ant Trenchard and Mr. Morrison, of the United 

States steamer Vixen, as an acknowledgment 

by the Government of Great Britain of their gen- 

erous and effective services rendered by them in 
rescuing the lives and property of certain of her 

Majesty’s subjects from shipwreck, and also per- 

mitting the crew of the Vixen to receive a small 

amount of money, sent to them as a donation. 

In relation to this latter branch of the case, I will 

say that it is generally believed the officers and 

crew of the Vixen would have been entitled to 
salvage if they had chosen to claim it. It is in 
consequence of their particularly liberal and mag- 
nanimous conduct on that occasion that her Bri- 
tannic Majesty’s Government is desirous to pay 
this tribute. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution 


(No. 56) allowing Commander Henry J. Hart- 
stene, of the United States Navy, Lie nt 8S. 
D. Trenchard, Master Morrison, and the petty 


officers and crew of the steamer Vixen, to accept 
certain tokens of acknowledgment from the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain, was read the second 
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time, and considered as in Committee of the 


Whole. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. I move to take up the Post 
Office appropriation bill. 

Mr. BIGLER. Will the Senator allow me to 
present a bill for the pocpree of reference? 

Mr. HUNTER. I cannot give way to any- 
thing. We have nine appropriation bills to act 
upon. 

OM. BIGLER. I simply wish to introduce a 
bill which will not take a minute. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Virginia to 
postpone all prior orders, to take up the Post 
Office appropriation bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. I hope the Senate will now 
allow me to take up the bill which I sought to 
have taken up, before the Private Calendar was 
considered. I will not take long. It is a short 
bill. I move to take up the bill for the enlarge- 
ment of the Public Grounds. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is a 
motion poaties offered by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia which the Chair will first put. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was considered until four o’clock, when 
the Senate took a recess until six o’clock, p. m. 





EVENING SESSION. 
The Senate reassembled at six o’clock. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BIGLER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolu- 
tion to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to audit and settle the accounts of the contractor 
for the erection of the United States custom-house 
at San Francisco, in California; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill making an 
appropriation for the preservation of the harbor 
at Plymouth, Massachusetts; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. : 


ALEXANDER RANDALL. 


Mr. PRATT. The Senate has, during the 

resentsession, passed a bill for the relief of Adam 

. Steuart, the title of which is ‘* A bill explana- 
tory of an act approved August 18, 1856, entitled 
‘ An act for the relief of Adam D. Steuart and of 
Alexander Randall, executor of Danie) Randall.’ ” 
The Committee on Military Affairs, through in- 
advertence, or because at that time of the want of 
proper information, omitted to put in the bill the 
same provision for the relief of the executor of 
Daniel Randall. By the unanimous concurrence 
of that committee, I desire now to report a bill for 
his relief; and I ask the Senate to extend me the 
favor of — and passing it now, so that 
both the parties included in the original act may 
stand in the same position. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1am willing to have it done 
by general consent, so that it does not displace 
the Post Office ah eae bill. 

Mr. WELLER. This bill simply carries out 
the intentio the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs in repo the former bill. 

By unanimous consent, the bill further explan- 
atory of an act approved August 18, 1856, enti- 
tled ** An act for the relief of Adam D. Steuart 
and of Alexander Randall, executor of Daniel 
Randall,’’ was read the first and second times, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes so to construe the act of August 18, 
1856, as to pay to Alexander Randall a commis- 
sion at the rate stated in that act upon the whole 
amount received or collected by Daniel Randall 
in Mexico, as chief of the pay department of the 
United States army, during the war with that 


get. . 
e bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 
JEHU UNDERWOOD. 
Mr. YULEE. I ask the Senate to take up the 
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bill ( (S. No. 616) to provide for the final settle- select committee, on which the previous question|| but subsequently withdrew his objection. The 
ment of the land claim of the heirs of Jehu Un- | has been ordered. 


derwood in Florida, It is simply to allow the 
heirs to go before the district court with their 
claim for land, because, in consequence of the 
heirs having been minors, and out of the State, 
they were not aware of the existence of the law 
authorizing them to go before the court until the 
period of limitation xed by the law expired. 
There being no objection, the bill was read a 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It provides that the claim to title to 
Jandin Florida of Jehu Underwood, derived from 


the Spanish Government, shall be received and | 


adjudicated by the United States district judge for 
the northern district of Florida, in the same man- 
ner that it would have been received and adjudi- 
cated if the claim had been presented in the supe- 
rior court of Florida Territory within the time 
prescribed by the several acts of Congress in re- 
gard to such claims in Florida. 


— 


} 
} 





The bill*was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


COMPENSATION OF SENATORS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 


begs leave to present a proposition to the Senate 
which affects the rights of some Senators, in order 
that it may be disposed of by a reference to a 
committee. Those laws which regulate the com- 

ensation of Senators seem to make it devolve 
incidentally upon the Presiding Officer of the 
Senate to place a construction on them. It is in- 
cidental only, and it is a duty which the present 
occupant of this seat is very willing to devolve on 
the Senate. 
was established by which questions of this char- 
acter were referred by 
and by the Senate to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. Copying that iprevadens. the Presiding 
Officer will state to the Senate that questions have 
arisen before him as to the construction of the act 
to regulate the compensation of members of Con- 
gress, approved August 16, 1856, which affect 


the compensation of certain Senators who have || 


been chosen since the commencement of the first 


and the present session of this Congress, as to the | 


time when the compensation of each should com- 
mence, and the mileage properly to be allowed, 
which the President pro tempore desires should be 


submitted to the Senate on this as on the former | 


occasion, and referred to the Committee on the 

Judiciary, following strictly that precedent. 
Mr. HUNTER. I move that the subject be 

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The motion was agreed to. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Post Office appropriation bill, and, after much de- 
bate, it was passed, with a number of amend- 
ments—for all which see the Appendix. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to take up the defi- 
ciency bill. My purpose is, after it shall be 
taken up, to move an adjournment, so that it 
may be the first business in order to-morrow, after 
the morning hour. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. This morning I yielded the 
Oregon bill in order to divide the time of the Sen- 
ate between the important business before us. I 
must resist the motion of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, as.I desire to have the Or bill disposed 
of to-morrow. I shall have t for the yeas 
and nays on his motion. 

Mr. PRATT. I think it would be very much 
better that we should have the yeas and nays as 
to what business shall be taken up first when 
there is a fuller Senate than there is at this late 
hour. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was d to;-and at eleven 
o’clock, p. m., the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fruway, February 27, 1857. 


The House met at eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer 
y the Chaplain, Rev. Danrex Waxpo. 
he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. LETCHER. I call for the regular order 


of business. 
The SPEAKER. The lar order of busi- 
e report from the 


ness is the consideration of 


the Chair to the Senate, | 


It is found that in 1850 a precedent | 





| 


| 


Mr. BILLINGHURST. Is a motion that 
there be a call of the House in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. ThenI move that the 


1] House adjourn; and on that motion call for the 


yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas none, nays one hundred and 
fifty-five; as follows: 

YEAS—0. 

NAYS—Messrs. Akers, Albright, Barbour, Henry Ben- 


|| nett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 3owie, 


| Bradshaw, Branch, Brenton, Broom, Butlinton, Burlin- 
| game, Burnett, James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, 


Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 


| Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Cox, 
| Cragin, Craige, Crawford, Cumback, Davidson, Henry 
| Winter Davis, Jacob C. Davis, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, 





Se 


| he was directed to ask the concurrence 


Denver, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Durfee, Edmundson, 
English, Etheridge, Faulkner, Fiagier, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Garnett, Granger, Augustus ial, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 
J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Haven, Hodges, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas Rk. Horton, 
Houston, Howard, Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, 


| Kelsey, Kidwell, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 


Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Alex- 
ander K. Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Mc- 
Carty, McQueen, Killian Miller, Millward, Moore, Morgan, 
Mott, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, 
Parker, Peck, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Powell, Pringle, 
Purviance, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, 
Ritchie, Robbins, Ruffin, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, 
Scott, Seward, Sherman, Shorter, Simmons, Samuel A. 
Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stewart, Stranahan, Swope, 
Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Valk, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, Warner, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihnu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watkins, Watson, Wells, Wheeler, Williams, 
Winslow, Woodruil, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Zollicoffer—155. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. QUITMAN stated that his colleague, Mr. 
BarKsDALE, was confined to his room: by indis- 
position. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate had passed House bill 
(No. 566) reducing the duty on imports, gnd for 
other purposes, with an amendment; ‘i 

the 
House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House for leave to take up 
that bill and the amendments of the Senate, and 
have them referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 


CASE OF HON. W. A GILBERT. 


Mr. ORR. [I call for the regular order of busi- 
ness. 

Mr. TYSON. I ask leave to introduce a bill 
granting a register to the bark Ann Elizabeth. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object, and call for the 
regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The business regularly in 
order is the consideration of the following reso- 
lutions, reported by the select committee: 


1. Resolved, That WituraM A. GiLBerRT a member of this 
House from New York, did agree with F. F. C. Triplett 
to procure the passage of a resolution or bill through the 
present Congress, for the purchase hy Congress of certain 
copies of the book of the said Triplett on the pension and 
bounty land laws, in consideration that the said ‘Triplett 
should allow him to receive a certain sum of money out of 
the appropriation for the purchase of the book. 

2. Resoived, That WitiaM A. GitBert did cast his vote 
on the Iowa land bill, depending heretofore before this 
Congress, for a corrupt consideration, consisting of seven 
square miles of land, and some stock given, or to be given, 
to him. 

3. Resolved, That WiittaM A. GILBERT, amember of this 
House from New York, be forthwith expelled from this 
House. 


The first question will be on the following 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Purviance,] on which the previous ques- 
tion has been ordered: 

Resolved, That this House will forthwith proceed with 
the trial of Hon. W. A. Gilbert; and that the Sergeant-at- 
Arms be directed to summon F. F. C. ‘Triplett and James 
R. Sweeney to the bar of the House ; and that the said Gil- 
bert be heard by himself or counsel. 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. The amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania is not 
reported as it was offered. 

he SPEAKER. The words “and other wit- 
nesses’’ were proposed to be stricken out. The 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Sewarp] objected; 


925 











| Chair understands that objection was renewed by 


the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Waxeman,] 
and the resolution will stand with the words 
**and other witnesses,”’ inserted after the word 
** Sweeney.” 

Mr. STANTON. I ask to have read some 
extracts which I have had copied from the man- 
uscript testimony of Mr. Simonton, and which 
has not been published. 

Mr. ORR. I object. It was neither taken nor 
announced as testimony. 

a STANTON. The House can judge of 
that. 

Mr. ORR. It was not taken as testimony, and 
the gentleman knows it. The House has had the 
assurance of the committee thatitis nottestimony. 

Mr. STEWART. Is the amendment divisi- 
ble? It proposes the taking of testimony, and 
allowing the party accused to be heard. 

The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair 
it is not divisible. 

Mr. RICAUD. Has not the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Gitperr] the right to be hear? 
before the question is taken on the amendments ? 
Did not the House adjourn day before yesterday 
that he might be heard ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Hewill be heard. Nobody 
objects. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Purvi- 
ANCE’s amendment; and it was decided in the 
| negative—yeas 82, nays 109; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, 


Buffinton, Burlingame, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, 
Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Coifax, Covode, Cragin, Cum- 





back, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Flagier, Henry M. Fuller, Galioway, Granger, 
Robert B. Hall, Hodges, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, Knapp, Knowlton, Leiter, 
Lindley, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, McCarty, Killian 
Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Perry, Pettit, Pringle, Purviance, 
Robbins, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, 
Simmons, Stanton, Stranahan, Ta ppan, Thurston, Tratton, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, ssrael Washburn, 
Watson, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—82. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Alien, Hendley 8. Ben- 
nett, Bingham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, Burnett, 
Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Williameon R. W. Cobb, 
Comins, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, Henry Winter 
Davis, Jacob C. Davis, Day, Denver, Dowdell, Edmund- 
son, English, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, 
Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Garnett, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hoff- 
man, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
| Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwel!, Knight, Knox, 
Kunkel, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Mar- 
shall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, 
| Smith Miller, Moore, Morrison, Orr, Packer, Paine, Peek, 
| Pennington, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, 
| Ready, Rivaud, Ritchie, Ruffin, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, 
Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. 
Smith, Spinner, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Todd, Tyson, 
Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, Watkins, 
Wheeler, Williams, Winslow, Daniel &. Wright, and Zolli- 
coffer—109. 


So the substitute was not agreed to. 








Mr. ORR moved that the vote by which the 
substitute was rejected be reconsidered; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. GILBERT. Mr. Speaker, [ rise at this 
time with an unusual degree of emotion; but, sir, 
I feel in my own conscience that | am not con- 
demned. Although thus placed before this assem - 
bly, and although my name has begn widely 
circulated through the land, I know 1 my own 
conscience that I stand here void of offense. I 
know, sir, that the volume of-testimony which 
has been placed before this body in regard to 
re has been commented upon by gentlemen 
who have spoken upon this subject, and ali that 
I can say would add nothing to what has been 
said. ‘The testimony is of that character which 
needs no comment from me; and I submit, Mr 
Speaker, to gentlemen present, lawyers, and men 
of responsibility and intelligence, whether, upon 
the evidence which has been taken against me, 
they, sitting as a jury, would enforce a verdict in 
a civil action for twenty-five dollars? 1 ask gen- 
tlemen if they would do it? Upon such testimony 
I have been arraigned before this body, and se- 
rious charges presented against me— charges 
which are intended to cast upon my name a stain 
and a stigma, not for the present, but for all time 
to eome. 
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pecluded or isolated one, and never have I acted 

a more modest ayd unassuming part than since | 
I have occupied a seat in this 
lenge any man present to say aught against my 
conduct as 4 man, or as a member of this House. | 
If there is a member of this body who feels that | 
he has been injured by associating with me, I | 
should like to have him rise and say so. I have 

occupied a seat for nine weeks in the midst of | 


those who were opposed to me politically, anc || 
| before the House. 


during that time the most friendly disposition was 
manifested on my part, and on theirs towards me. 

Sir, | am not awere of committing the first act, 
or doing the first thing, which should call upon 


man in it. I have answered to the allegations 
with perfect confidence that my statement there 
would be regarded with some degree of credit at 
least. On the 14th day of last month, I left this 
city to return to my home to attend a sick family. 

hile there, attending to those duties which are 
paramount, in my judgment, to all others, ex- 
cepting one—that is to my God—witnesses were 
called and examined before this committee without 


my knowledge,and when I was six hundred miles || 


distant. On the 26th of January I returned to this 
city; and not until my return bad I the slightest 
intimation of what was passing, I soon heard 


it whispere! around that my name was impli- | 


cated, Aftera few days I received a note from 
the chairman of the committee, accompanied by 
a copy of the testimony, covering some forty 
pages of foolscap, informing me of the facts. | 
received that note and copy of testimony at about 
eleven o’clock in the evening, and was required 
to appear before the committee at ten o’clock the 
next morning to make an explanation or defense. 
[ went, in obedience to that requirement, in as 
good faith as I ever did anything in my life, sup- 
posing that justice would be meted out fairly; and 
that when they calle] upon me for explanation, 
it would not be disregarded. I stated to thati 
committee that, owing to the lateness of the hour 
at which I received the testimony, I should desire 
further time; and that time was granted. 

Within a day or two rumor was rife, saying 
that a dispatch was received by the committee, 
that this witness, Sweeney, was on his way with 
additional evidence. I thereupon delayed fora 
day or two; and it was on that account that the 
statement appears on the record of the committee, 
that 1 inquired whether the examination was 
closed, whether they had all the testimony against 
me, and whether t me proposed to take further 
testimony? I state this to show that I not onl 
acted honestly, but that [ had the fullest conf- 
dence in the committee that I should have ex- 
tended to me all the privileges to which I was 
entitled. The gentleman who sent that dispatch 
arrived inaday ortwo. I was informed that no 
further testimony was before the committee, I 
then gave a simple narration of the facts, without 
any attempt to misrepresent them. After that I 


did make an additional! statement for the panpors 


of overcoming the influence that might have been 
created on the minds of the committee by the 


reception of a certain letter placed in its posses- | 


sion by the witness Sweeney. That is not a 
matter of record, nor was it received as testimony 
by the committee. Consequently, 1 will make no 
reference to it. I gave my answer, believing that 
it was what I was called upon to do, and gentle- 
men know what that answer is. I demed the 
charges on oath. I was told by the committee 
that myggplanation night be putin on my honor 
as a gefeman, and as a member of Congress, 
or that, if I chose, | might put it in under oath. 


My position, thus far in life, has net been a || Although this man Sweeney 
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has lived within 
fourteen or twenty miles of me, I had never seen 
him save a few times before he came here, and 


all; and I chal- || he was comparatively a stranger to me. Gentle- 
| men in my own county wrote to me saying that 


if Sweeney had implicated me I should take out 
a subpena and impeach him, The committee 
know that when I made the application for that 
subpena I had to trust mysel? in the hands of 
my friends at home. I named but one witness. 
That gentleman's testimony is on the record, and 
Those who came here and 
impeached Sweeney are men of the highest re- 


| spectability, intelligence, and weight of character; 
| and, sustained by such men and their influence, 
me the displeasure of this House, or any gentle- || 


I do not fear the action of this House on such 


_ testimony as has been given against me. It can- 
| not injure me where Iam known. My life, as I 


have stated, has not been a secluded or idle one. 


| In 1850, without an intimation or desire on my 
_ part, | was elected a member of the Legislature 
| of the State of New York. The next year I was, 


by a unanimous vote of the convention, renom- 


| 
| inated, and was again elected by an increased 
| 





| 


|| bility forced itself upon my min 





I answered that, as the testimony against me was 
under oath, I did not want to rest my reputation 
on my simple statement as a member, but pre- 
ferred to give my explanation upon oath—if an 
oath added any extra weight to it. I believe, 
however, that if a man’s statement is not to be 

ed without an oath, he may well be sus- 
pected under oath. 

New I have referred to the transaction before 
that committee, so faras | am concerned, for the 
purpose of showing to this House and to the 
country that it has not been my desire nor inten- 
tion to cause any delay; but when I found that 
full credit was to be given to the witness against 
me, and that my answer under oath was to be 

ed, I was thrown upon my last remedy. 


| majority. 
1 merely refer to this to show, that if I am that 
| corrupt and avaricious man, it would have been 
| very likely to have been known where I[ am best 
known. But up to the present time there has 
never before been a charge made against me. 
And I trust that my character stands above im- 
| peachment even here, as it stands above impeach- 
ment in my own county. 
I do not ask this eons for its clemency or 
mercy; I have asked for justice, and that justice 
has been denied me; and I have no further re- 
quest to make of the Thirty-Fourth Congress. I 
shall stand upon my reserved rights; and although 


|| my associations here to a great extent have been 


| pleasant, and it is painful at this time to think of 
| severing my connection and my association in 
| this manner with the members of this House, 
| such must, however, be the result of this day’s 
| proceedings. 
| There is one point—perhaps I had better not 
speak of it, but [ will—and that is, that those who 
are dear to me, and whoare dependent upon me, 
are interested in my actions; and I know they 
would wish me to sustain my own dignity and 
| se ect, let the result be what it may. If 
m uers follow me, my friends at home will 
never desert or abandon me. If I was alone in 
| the world, God knows this accusation would little 
affect me ; but in my situation, with the respon- 
| sibilities resting upon me, this effort made to tra- 
| duce and villify my character, which is dearer to 
| me than life, and to place a stain upon me and 





|| upon those who are dear to me, is painful beyond 


| expression. And in my opinion this House has 
| done an act of gross injustice to me, to my fam- 
| ily, to my friends, and to my constituents, in de- 
| priving me of a fair hearing and trial, which I 


| 


|, asked, and which has been denied. 


Sir, I do not know but I have already said too 
/much. When I rose I did not intend to ask the 
attention of the House for five minutes. I had 
_in my hands a paper which I intended, with a 
| single remark, to send to the Clerk’s desk to be 
| read; but when I rose the weight of responsi- 

i, and I felt as if 
| | must give vent to my feelings. 

It has been charged upon me, that I have at- 
tempted to delay this proceeding by raising tech- 
nical objections. I have pursued that course which 
seemed to me to be right, and only for the pur- 
pose of protecting myself from wrong. . I have 
done no act intending to delay the proteetiogs 
of the House. If there was time to have a trial, 
and to go into a full and fair investigation of this 
whole matter, I should be induced at this time to 
ask of this House to reconsider the vote it has 





} 


| 
| 


| 


| 


taken, and to enter upon that trial. [ would ask 
again for a hearing, because I know, as I live, that 
I could come out of it unscathed. I feel confident 
that 1 could do it. I do not say that a witness or 
witnesses would not swear against me; but I do 
say that, as God is just, truth would leak out, 


and justice would prevail even here; and to un-— 


prejudiced minds I should be willing to rest my 


| case anywhere, But it is said the time of this 


session is almost at a Close—that there is not time 
to send for the witnesses which I should desire to 
have, if the House were at once to proceed with 


the trial; and I am informed that many gentlemen || call for the yeas and nays. OK 





on this side of the House have voted against 
ranting a trial for that reason. How this may 
| be I know not. I have not been to any gentleman 
| to court his favor. I have not been to any gen. 
| tleman to ask his sympathy or his vote. i tare 
| remained uiet; and while I have felt that the 
/eyes of others have been fastened upon me, [ 
have endeavored to pursue the even tenor of my 
way, and to discharge my duty to this House 
and to my constituents. 
I have been placed in an unenviable notoriety, 
I have felt that aaa the observed of all observers, 
But, as time rolls on, I feel more free. I feel that 
| the light of day will yet dawn upon my darkened 
prospects, as some have doubtless considered 
them. I sce no darkness in the future. I expect 
to overcome, not only the adverse influence here, 
but all it may occasion elsewhere—I ought not to 
say, but, perhaps, I had better say—in my own 
district. 

There is a histury, which, if it were unfolded, 
would give you the secret of this movement; 
and the people of my own district are beginning 
to understand it. This man, Sweeney, has been 
there since he testified against me. He has ass0- 
ciated with men who have sustained and used 
him here; and the testimony shows him to be a 
tool in the hands of others. I say here in m 

lace, according to my honest belief, and I thin 

may say, according to the belief of others, that 
there are men, perhaps to be as high in authority 
as the place which I now occupy, who have used 
this man Sweeney for their own purposes; and, 
if I could have gone to trial, some developments 
would have been made here which would have 
astonished gentlemen. I am prepared to vindi- 
cate myself fully; but trial has been denied me. 

As I have already stated, I ask not for mercy, 
I have asked only for even-handed justice. Ihave 
asked for what [ supposed to be my right. It 
has been denied me, and I will not detain the 
House longer. I have transmitted to the Exec- 
utive of New York my resignation as a member 
of this body. I send to the Clerk a paper which 
I ask to be read to the House. 

The paper was read, as follows: 

Acommittee of this House having, without any sufficient 
warrant or authority from the House, assumed to sit in secret 
trial upon my conduct and character as a Representative; 
having, without notice to me, proceeded to take testimony 
for the purpose of convicting me of corrupt practices ; having 
given me no notice that such witnesses were under exam- 
ination until such examination was completed to the full 
extent deemed necessary to affix a stigma to my name; 
and having presented to this House a report, accompanied 
by resolutions untruly charging me with offenses as a mem- 
ber of the House; having at the same time presented a gar- 
bled mass of er parte statements upon which said report 
professes to be founded, and from which material parts of the 
statements actually made in secret, have been suppressed 
by the request of the witnesses, and by order of said com- 

mittee; and I having placed on the Journal of this House 


my denial of the charges thus made against me, and having 
claimed of this House an open and a public trial upon the 
issue thus made, and the House having, by a majority vote, 
refused me such trial ;—the rights of the people whom I rep- 
resent, and my own rights and privileges as a member of 
this House, having beer thus outraged, violated, and tram- 
pled upon ;—in view of these facts, { have considered it my 
duty to my constituents and myself, that I should resign 
my commission. 

I have notified the Executive of the State of New York 
of this resignation, and from this moment my seat in this 
House is vacant. W.A. GILBERT. 


House or Representatives, February 27, 1857. 


Mr. ORR. The resignation of the member 
from New York, of course, terminates his con- 
nection with this B6dy; and I therefore move that 
the resolutio 
laid upon t ; 

Mr. BEN , of New York. T object. , 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I call for the yeas 
ve EWARD I h 

r. 3 rotest against the paper 
which was read by the Clerk “aver pon the 
Journal, for it impeaches my conduct as a mem- 


of the committee in his case be 
e 






r. 

The SPEAKER. The paper will not go upon 
the Journal unless by direct order of the House. 
The only thing that will appear on the Journal 
will be the fact stated by the member from New 
York, in his place, that he has resigned his seat 
as a member of this House. | 3 
_, Mr. BENNETT, of New York. The objec- 
| tion I made was under a misapprehension of the 
'| question before the House; and I therefore with- 


w it. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I vy w the 
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Pa came meena a 
Mr. ee a 
Mr. A. K. MA . What is the ob- 
jection ? : ’ 
The SPEAKER. Pending the question on the | 
three resolutions reported by the select committee | 
in the ease of the gentleman from New York, | 
Mr. Gusert,] the gentleman from South Caro- | 
lina moved that they be laid upon the table. 
Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. 
divisible ? 
The SPEAKER. If the motion to lay upon | 
the table be rejected, the Chair is of the opinion 
that the question is divisible. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. If there be no ob- 
jection, I will withdraw the call for the yeas and 


ays. 
. Mr. CRAIGE. I renew it. 

Mr. ORR... The vote then is to lay upon the 
table the three resolutions reported in the case of | 
the gentleman from New York,and nothing else? | 

The SPEAKER. . The motion to lay upon the | 
table, carries with it the report and resolutions in | 
the case of the peutiemen from New York, 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. . Then, if I vote to 
lay upon the table, I-vote to lay all three of the | 
resolutions upon the table? || 

The SPEAKER, That is the effect. 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL, That is tantamount, 
then, to saying that we disagree to those resolu- 


tions. 

Mr. PURYEAR. 
to lay upon the table. | 
The SPEAKER... Debate is not in order. | 

| 


Is the question | 





















I am opposed to the motion 


Mr. PURYEAR. Iask tomakea single state- 
ment. [Cries of * Onpeet id 
Mr. BURNETT. . If the House refuses to lay 
the resolutions upon the table, would the next | 
question then be divisible? : 
The SPEAKER. , Upon agreeing to the reso- | 
lutions the House can have a separate vote upon | 
each resolution. : ay | 
Mr, ORR. Would it be in order, after taking | 
a vote upon two of the resolutions, to move to lay | 
the third one upon the table ? 2 
The SPEAKER. After the House disposes of | 
the first and second resolutions, the third. can be | 
laid upon the table. } pf 
The question was taken; and it was decided in | 
the affirmative—yeas 136, nays 68; as follows: | 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry | 
Bennett, Hendley S. Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bing- | 
ham, Bishop, Bliss, Bowie, Boyce, Bradshaw, Brenton, | 
Broom, Buftinton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis | 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, | 
Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damre!], Davidson, | 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, Denver, De Witt, Dickson, | 
Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie Enrie, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, | 
Flagler, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Galloway, Granger, Greenwood. Robert B. Hall, Harlan, | 
J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hodges, Thomas R. | 
Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Jewett, | 
Keitt, Kelly, Kelsey, Kennett, King, Knapp, Knowlton, | 
Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, McMullin, Killian Miller, Millward, Moore, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Onriver, 
Orr, Packer, Parker, Pennington, Perry, Pike, Porter, Prin- | 
le, Purviunce, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, | 
, Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, | 
Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stewart, Stranahan, | 
Talbott, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
Underwood, Vail, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, | 
Waldron, Cadwalader G. Washburne, Ellihu B. Wash- | 
burne, Israe} Washburn, Watson, Wells, Williams, Wood, 
Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—136. 
NAYS — Messrs. Akers, Allen, Ball, Branch, Burnett, 
Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, 
Cullen, He Winter Davis, Jacob C. Davis, Dowdell, 
Edmundson, Eliiott, English, Faulkner Florence, Garnett, 
Goode, Auyustus Flall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L.- 
Harris, Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, George W. Jones, Kid- 
well, Kn t; Lake, Letcher, ane Alexander K. | 


Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McQueen, Smith 
Miller, son, Morrison, Paine, Peck,. Pettit, Powell, 
Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Ruffin, Rust, 
ard, Shorter, William R. Smith, Swo , Tyson, Walker, 
» Watkins, Wheeler, Winslow, Danie 1 B. Wright, | 
and John V. Wright—68, 
‘So the resolutions were laid on the table. 
a | the call, — 
Mr: KEITT said: Before I cast my vote, I | 
wish to inquire of the Speaker whether the paper 
sent to the Speaker by the:gentleman from New | 
rete aad read by the Clerk, is addressed to the 
- ; 


The SPEAKER. It is a formal communica- | 
tion to the House: » reid 
Mr. KEITT.. Does it.go upon the Journal? || 
The SPEAKER.: The announcement made 
by’ the gentleman from New York, in his seat, is 
‘is resignation; and that fact will go upon the | 
@ournal. (4:5. it O4U a fon. .asruetip j) | 


Mr. BENNETT, of New York, moved that 
the vote by which the resolutions were laid upon | 
the table reconsidered, and also moved that | 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CASE OF HON. ORSAMUS B. MATTESON. | 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I believe, sir, that 
the next business in order is the resolutions re- 
lating to the honorable gentleman from Connec- 
ticut, Wittiam W. We cu. I desire that they | 
be read. 

Mr. ORR. I ask that both the report and 
resolutions be read. 

Mr, MORGAN. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. In the absence of my colleague, [Mr. Mat- 
TESON,] who is detained from the House by sick- 
ness, | have a communication, which I send to 
the Chair and ask to have read. : 

The communication was read, as follows: 
To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : | 


A committee of this House having. presented a report | 
deeply affecting me, I bave, in compliance witha resolution | 
of the House, placed on file my reasons for refusing to sub- 
mit to the usurpations of that committee, and my claim to 
an open, public, and impartial trial, in the full faith that 
the plainest principles of justice would at once induce the 
House to yield an assent to that claim. The proceedings 
of this day make it evident that no such hope can be longer 


entertained. A similar demand for trial has been denied to | 
another member agaigm™&whom the same committee insti- 
tuted and consump similar proceedings. I have no | 


larger measure of justice will be | 


right to expect that 
granted to me. 

A secret inquisition has, without warrant or authority, 
assumed to sit in trial upon me; it has taken testimony 
against mein secret, and without my knowledge ; upon that 
testimony it has pronounced its judgment, and invoked the 
highest punishment which this House can inflict; anda 
majority of the House have to-day decided that a trial thus 
held and completed is all that.one of its members has any 
right or title to demand or to expect. 

In all this, the rights of the people "Teplilcecates 1 and 
my own rights and privileges as their Re 
been violated and trampled down; and seeing but too 
plainly that neither the rights of my constituents, nor my 


own, are any longer secure or to be respected, Ihave deemed | 


it my duty to them and to myself to resign my seat in this 
House. 


I have accordingly forwarded to the Executive of the | 


State of New York my resignation, to take effect from this 
hour; and my seat is now vacant. 
February 27, 1857. 0. B. MATTESON. 


Mr. WARNER, Will it be in order now to 


|| call up the report and resolutions relative to the 


gentleman who addressed that communication to 
the House? 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from My. 
land is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. 
tleman from Georgia. 

Mr. MORGAN. I would ask the Chair if that 
communication goes upon the record ? 

The SPEAKER, The fact of resignation will 
be recorded upon the Journal. 

Mr. WARNER. I desire to call up the report 
and the resolutions in reference to the member 
from New York who addressed that communica- 
tion to the House. I will state to the House that 
I desire to do so for the purpose of taking a direct 
vote upon two of the resolutions embodied in the 
report, and of laying the third resolution upon 
the table; and [ call the previous question. 

The resolutions were read, as follows: 


Resolved, That Orsamus B. Marreson, a member of 
this House from the State of New York, did incite parties 
deeply interested in the passage of a joint regolution for 


I yield to the gen- 


|| construing the Des Moines grant to have Aere.and to use a 


large sum of money and other valuable considerations cor- 
ruptly, for the purpose of procuring the passage of said 
joint resolution through this House. 

Resolved, That Orsamus B. Marreson, in declaring that 
a large number of the members of this House had asso- 
ciated themselves together, and pledged themselves each 
to the other not to vote for any law or resolution granting 
money or lands, unless they were paid for it, has falsely 
and willfully assailed and defamed the character of this 
House, and has proved himself unworthy to be a member 
thereof. 

Resolved, That Orsamvus B. Matteson, a member of 
this House from the State of New York, be, and is hereby, 
expelled therefrom. 


Pending the reading of the resolutions— 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. I rise to a 
question of order. Mr. Mattesun is no longer a 
member of this House. Therefore there is noth- 


ing to make this a matter of privilege. 


he SPEAKER,. That is a matter for the 


'| House to determine. 


Mr. BENNETT, of New York. 
the Speaker, that we have no jurisdiction to pro- 
eeed, for the purpose ofsexpelling a member, after 
that member has pra’ 

The SPEAKER, . It is matter for the Hou 


. 


|| to determine what 


entative, have | 


I submit to || 









disposition shall be made of 
the resolutions ? won ; 
|. Mr, BENNETT, of New York. 
ve resolutions on the table. : 
he SPEAKER. The resolutions must be 
| first read. ' 

Mr. RITCHIE. Isthere a motion to lay them 
on the table? 

The SPEAKER. No motion is yet stated to 
| be in order. 
Mr. RITCHIE. Then I move to lay the reso- 
| lutionsonthe table. I think that, when a gentle- 
| man has resigned, he is entirely outside of the 
| jurisdiction of this House; and I think that we 
' should pursue, in this case, the same course pur- 
| sued in the other. 
| Mr. LETCHER. I understood that the gen- 
| tleman from Georgia moved the previous question. 
| The SPEAKER. No question has been stated ; 
| for the, resolutions have not yet been reported, 
| Mr.ORR, The gentleman from New York 
| (Mr. Marreson] states, in his communication to 


I move to 


| the Speaker, that he has filed with the Clerk,a 


| response; | I desire toyhave that response read 
| before a vote is taken. 

The SPEAKE It cannot be read until the 
|| resolutions are reported. : 

The reading of the resolutions was resumed 
and finished. 

Mr. WARNER, I now move the previous 
question; and ask fora division of the resolutions. 
|| The SPEAKER. Pending that question, the 
|| gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Rica] moves 
|| that the resolutions be laid on the table 
] Mr. MILLSON. I think my friend from Geor- 
|| gia will see the propriety of withdrawing his 
| demand for the previous question. This case is 
|; now for the first time before the House. 

(| Mr. CLINGMAN. The question is not de- 

|| batable. 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatabie. 

Mr. CRAIGE, I cali for the yeas and nays 

|} on the motion to lay on the table. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 

|| Mr. WARNER. I withdraw the previous 

|| question for the purpose of allowing the commu- 

nication to be read. 


| Mr. HOUSTON. I understand the gentleman 


from Georgia to have yielded the tioor. The 
|| gentleman from South Carolina asks for the read- 
ing of the communication from Mr. Matteson. 
The SPEAKER. It cannot be read pending 
the motion to lay on the table. 
|| Mr. WARNER. L.have not withdrawn the 
|| previous question for that motion, 
|| TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia can withdraw the call or not; but that does 
not poreere the motion to lay on the table. 
The question was taken on Mr. Ritcaim’s mo- 
|| tion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
|| 95, nays 102; as follows: 


| YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
|| nett, Benson, Billingburst, Bishop, Bliss, Boyce, Brenton, 
|| Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, Lewis D. Campbell,Chaffce, 
|; Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, 
Damrell, Dean, De Witt, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, 
Edie, Eustis, Flagler, Galloway, Granger, Robert B. Hall, 
Harlan, Hodges, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine 
B. Horton, Howard, Kelly, Kelsey, Kennett, King, Knapp, 
Knight, Knox, Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, MeCarty, McMullin, Killian Miller, Morgan, Murray, 
Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Parker, Pelton, Pen- 
|| nington, Porter, Pringle, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Rob- 
|| ison, Sabin, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, 
|| Stanton, Stewart, Stranahan, Swope, Tappan, Thorington, 
|| Thurston, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Wal- 
| dron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburpe 
|} Isracl! Washburn, Wells, Williams, Wood, Woodruff, an 
| Woodworth—95. 





| 
| 





NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Allen, Ball, Hendley’S. 
Bennett, Bingham, Bowie, Bradshaw, Branch, Burnett, 
Cadwalader, James H.Campbell, John P, Campbell, Car- 
litle, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Williamson R, W.Cobb, 
|| Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Cumback, Davidson, Heary 
|| Winter Davis, Jacob C. Davis, Day, Denver, Dowdell, 

Edmundson, Elliott Emrie, Etheridge, Evans, Fauikner, 
Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Garnett, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Fall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas I,. Harris, Harrison, Herbert, Hoffman, 
Houston, Jewett, eet W. Jones, Keitr, Kidwell, Kun- 
kel, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Millward, Moore, Morrit!, Morrison, Mott, Pack- 
er, Paine, Peck, Pettit, Powell, Purviance, Puryear, Quit- 
|| man, Read, Ready, Ricaud, Ruffin, Rust, Savage, Scott, 

Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, Talbott, Taylor, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, 
‘| Valk, Walker, Warner, Watkins heeler, Whitney, 
|| Winstow, Daniel B. Wright, Joha V. Wright, and Zotli- 
|| coffer—102. ¥ 
So the. House refused to lay the resolutions on 

the table. | * 


| 
} 


i 
| 


} 
| 
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Pending the vote, 

Mr. 
voting; and theré being no objection, he was 
excused 





Mr. WARNER. I have no desire to debate || 


the resolutions at this time. I desire to say to 
the House that, having called the previous ques- 
tion, if there be any gentleman who wishes to be 


1 will give him the opportunity. 
Mr. BENNETT, of New York 
point of order. This thing is entirely out of 
order, for the reason that the resolutions con- | 
template the expulsion or censure of a member 
who has ceased to be a member, and the power 
of the House over him is entirely withdrawn. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York must see that that isa matter to be disposed 
of by the House, and not by the Chair. The 
ccoehiihens drawn by the gentleman from New 
York may be perfectly correct; but it is not for 


I renew my || 


|| sworn that this w 








York (Mr. Bennett] raises the question of order 
SPINNER asked to be excused from || that the resolutions cannot be further considered 


' by the House, because the gentleman to whom | 


The Chair admits the fact stated by the gentle- 


a question which the House must determine for 
| itself. 

Mr. COLFAX. I desire to say to the mem- 
| bers of this committee, that if this proceeding is 
| to go on against a man who is no longer a mem- 


| ber of the House, they should also bring in 


| Sweeney and ore who have both of them 
ole Congress is corrupt. 
| The SPEAKER. That is a matter which is 
| not before the House. 
| Mr. FLORENCE, 
upon the table. 


Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. When the propo- 


I move to lay the appeal 





the Chair to decide. 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. If the ques- | 
tion is to be decided b ote of the House, I 
desire to submit to the trotlbe whether anything | 
can be done against a member, as a member, after 
he has ceased to be a member? Why, it is en- 
tirely absurd. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York raises the point of order that the resigna- 


sition was first made to lay upon the table the 
resolution in the case of Mr. Gilbert, I was in 
favor of a division of that question. I desired 
an opportunity to express my opinion a8 to the 
facts that were presented to this House by the 
| committee in the resolutions, one of which con- 
templated his expulsion. Mie it is due to 
| every member of the Hou at this opportu- 
nity should be allowed. I believe it is due to the 


tion of the member having been received, further ||} member who has resigned, that that privilege 
or on the report of the committee should || should be allowed the members of the House. 


e suspended. 
tion to the House. 
Mr. CRAIGE. 
resignation? It has nothing to do with it. 

The SPEAKER. The House has informally 
accepted the resignation. 

Mr. ORR. The House has no right to accept 
or to not accept. 


The SPEAKER. The House has taken the || 


usual course in casesof this kind. The resigna- 


tion is made, and is informally —— by the || 


House; but that does not dispose of the business 
before the House. That business it is for the 
House to determine. 

Mr. WARNER. The question of order being 


cide that question of order? And if the gentleman 


desires a vote of the House upon it, let him take an || 


appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

‘The SPEAKER. 
the gentleman from New York must see that it 
is for the House to determine the question. It 
is competent for the House to declare that it shall 
proceed no further in this matter; or, if the gen- 
tleman from Georgia yield the floor to the gentle- 


| 

| 

raised, is it not competent for the House to de- | 
| 

| 

| 


man from New York, he may move an indefinite || 


postponement . 


Mr. WARNER. I will not yield the floor, ex- || 


cept for the purpose which I indicated. 
ir. BENNETT, of New York. 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. 
Mir. ORR. If there is to be any further con- 
sideration of the matter, I desire to say a few 


words, and I hope the gentleman from Georgia | 
will allow me the floor to do so, that I may put | 


the committee right. 

Mr. EUSTIS. There are some ten or fifteen 
gentlemen who also desire to say a few words. 

Mr. SANDIDGE. I hope the gentleman from 
Georgia will allow me to ask a question of the 
Chair. 

Mr. WARNER. If it relates to a question of 
order, yes. 

Mr. SANDIDGE. It relates to the matter be- 
fore the House. I wish to ask the Chair whether 
Mr. Matteson is a member of this House? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
he is not a member, that he has resigned his seat, 
and that the House has accepted his resignation 
wow 

Mr. SANDIDGE. That is the reason why I 
= for the motion to lay the resolution on the 
ta . 

Mr. WARNER. Wheneverthe Chair settles 
this question of order, and announces to me that | 
am in order to proceed, I will do so. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair understands the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Bennett] to 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

- BENNETT, of New York. 
peal. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 


I do ap- 


The Chair will submit the ques- | 


Has the House accepted the | 


The Chair has stated that || 


I take an | 


There was more than one charge made in that 
| report, and in those resolutions; and there may 
have been a wide difference of opinion as to the 
| truth of those charges. 
|| Mr. WARNER. I rise toa question of order. 
| Mr. A. BR MARSHALL. I know I am not 
| in order in referring to proceedings that have 
| passed from the attention of the House. 
| Mr. WARNER, I want to know who is en- 
| titled to the floor? 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia has the floor upon the resolutions, and the 
| gentleman from Kentucky has the floor upon the 
|| question of order. 
| Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. If, then, I am not 
ruled out of order, I desire to say a word more 
this point. 

e SPEAKER. It is not in order to debate 
| matters that the House has already disposed of. 
Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. I think the House 
|| should express its opinion as to whether the facts 
|| reported by the committee are true, notwithstand- 
| ing the resignation of the member. Weare called 
upon to express our opinion in reference to these 
_ transactions, which are said to have taken place 
|| when the gentleman from New York was a mem- 
|| ber of the House, 
|| Now, sir, | have heard the remark made here 
| that we should not be kicking a dead body. 
| Well, sir, we may be in the position of a cor- 
|| oner’s jury sitting upon the body of a man who 
| has committed suicide, and in that position I 
|| think we have the right to inquire into the causes 
of his death. Now, sir, I desire that this House 
shall not shirk the responsibility, but shall de- 
| clare whether we agree with the committee in the 
facts which they have presented. It is due to 
| ourselves and to the country, that we should 
| express the opinion of the House as to whether 
_ these facts and conclusions are borne out by the 
testimony presented. On this ground I shall 
| sustain the decision of the Chair. 
Mr. BENNETT, of New York. These res- 
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February 27. 


to me like traveling out of the way to give any 
expression of opinion in the matter. 
r. Speaker, I have only desired to express m 


| they refer is no longer a member of the House. || opinion in reference to the course which it is pro. 
| posed to pursue. 

man from New York; but states that he has no || 
authority to determine that the House has no i} 
| power to proceed further in the matter. That is || 
heard in the defense of the member implicated, || 


I withdraw my appeal, and 
move that the whole matter be postponed unt] 
the 5th of March next. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order 
unless the gentleman from Georgia yields the 
floor for 3 ose. 

Mr. BEN? ETT. of New York. I then do not 
withdraw my appeal. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [intend to move to lay the 
appeal upon the table after I have made a remark 
or two in relation to it. I do not intend to go into 
the merits of the resolutions reported by the com- 
mittee, or express, at this time, any opinion upon 
them. I propose to deal with the point of order, 
which I think presents a very important question, 

As I understand it, the question of order made 
by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Bey- 
NETT, | presents for our consideration and decision 
this point: whether a member whose conduct 
has been impeached by the report of a committee 
can deprive the House of the power and right 
to pass upon the report of that committee, either 
in affirmance or disaffirmance of the facts therein 
alleged by his resignation? I think he cannot. 
I am willing to admit that, if the member shall 
resign, a resolution to expel him is superseded. 
In this case, however, there are three resolutions 


| proposed for our adoption; the first and second 


contain each a distinct fact, which the committee 
say is proved by the evidence in the case; the 
third proposes to expel the member. I am will- 
ing that the expelling resolution shall go to the 
table; but it is due to the House—to its honor 
and the integrity of its conduct—it is due to the 
country, and, I think, to the member implicated, 








olutions assume that the man to whom they re- 


late is still a member of the House. Otherwise 
| it seems to me, it is a useless waste of time to 


| travel out of our proper course to give any ex- 


| pression upon the matter of fact. The whole 
_ proceedings in this report r upon this point, 
and whatisit? The charge against my colleague 


on which the resolution of expulsion is founded. 


| But the resignation of my colleague names taken 


| place, there is nothing on which to You 


| might as well undertake to investigate the con- 
| duct of a dead man, and decide what you would 


| have done if the man had not died. 


Tt is an over- 


/anxious zeal that would pursue this matter fur- 
| ther. The fact, since the resignation of the mem- 


| ber, is not of the slightest earthly 
gained from it. 


ence. 
There is nothing to hose 
ies have aut bem heard, and it is not fair to 


ide upon this statement of facts. Itdoes look 





that we shall pass upon the first and second of 
these resolutions, and either affirm or disaflirm 
the facts embraced in them. 

Mr. WARNER. What is the question before 
the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is upon the appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Perhaps I have already 
stated as much as it is well for me to state in illus- 
tration of the opinions which I entertain upon this 
subject. 1 believe itis not only in the power of 
the House to pass in confirmation or condemna- 
tion of the action of the committee so far as they 
present a statement of facts, but that it is our duty 
todo it. If such matters pass without action by 
the House, it seems to me the questions and mat- 
ters embraced in the report and resolutions are 
left open and endecided except so far as the 
action of the committee is concerned, and except 
so far as a legitimate inference of guilt may be 
drawn from the untimely and inopportune resig- 
nation of the member himself. 

If we think the committee acted improperly, and 
unjustly implicated one of the members of this 
body, we owe it to the memberand to our proper 
sense of justice to say so. If, however, we en- 
tertain opinions in accordance with the action of 
the committee, we are equally bound to say so. 
Any other rule would make all such investigations 
worse than a farce. Members may combine under 
the influence of corrupt motives, and either de- 
feat or advance particular bills. ‘They may be 
guilty of any degree of corruption, and whenever 
a committee should be raised to investigate their 
conduct, they have only to resign tp prevent the 
House from bringing to light anything they may 
have done; for if this House cannot now proceed 
further with these resolutions, of course a com- 
mittee raised to inquire into the conduct Of 4 
member, even upona direct and responsible charge 
of corruption aaeenet him, could not call a witness 
before it, or ask one question as to the truth 0 
the charge, if the member knowing or fearing the 

roof would convict him should see fit to resign. 

he committee can have no more power than the 
House of which it is a component part; and if the 
point of order be a good one—if it be true that we 
cannot proceed further because of the resignation, 
then it is equally true that the resignation arrests 
the p ings of the House or the committee a! 





the precise point at which they were when the 
resignation was accepted. And if that be true, 
this report itself, with all of its evidence and dis- 
closures, could have been prevented .and su 


pressed by resignations before itwas made. W° 


if 





